
Hello everyone 

It’s hard to believe that the end of the school year is looming. There is still so much to do and the time available is steadily decreasing!  

However we’re all looking forward to Christmas, happy times with family and friends, the holidays, some nice weather and some op-

portunities to just relax.  

 

The final Parents and Friends Association meeting for the year, and maybe forever (!), was held on Tuesday evening. We are very 

excited to announce that this important parent body will be rebranded and restructured from the start of 2017. We haven’t made a final 

call on its title, but it will be something like the BPPS Community Volunteer Group. The change comes about partly as a result of us 

being unable to secure an Association President or Vice President over the past two years, but mostly to contemporise its purpose, func-

tion and operations. Still based on the PF&A’s objectives which, abbreviated, come down to Well Being, Participation, Discussion and 

Fundraising, the new format will comprise volunteers as follows: Class Rep Liaison; Events/Program Liaison; School Liaison; and 

Marketing/Communications. This is a work in progress and will evolve as needs arise, with a key intention being community building. 

We will still be seeking other volunteers to coordinate events which were traditionally run by PFA and have become part of the BPPS 

culture. Please watch out for further details and information on how YOU can become involved in the new year. It promises to be an 

exciting and energising new phase of community involvement. Our sincere thanks go to those whose efforts and commitment have 

meant the P&FA remained viable and productive during 2016, especially Kylie McCarthy, Kylie Wray, Sandra Bell, Julie Dussin and 

Nicky O’Keefe. 

 

School Council held its final monthly meeting on Wednesday this week. School Captain Henry Smith provided a detailed overview of 

the Junior School Council’s activities for 2016 and we reviewed the financial report from the Fair. We are thrilled to announce that the 

school is now $50,000 better off due to your collective efforts! Well done everyone and a very special ‘well done’ to Jacquie White and 

Bec Hay for their wonderful leadership of this brilliant event. We extend our thanks to all our 2016 councillors who have been wonder-

ful to work with this year. Whilst we have robust and challenging discussions, they are always conducted respectfully and with the best 

interest of our children utmost on our minds.   

 

Our whole-school Transition Day on Tuesday was highly successful. We welcomed 70 new Foundation students and 27 new students 

throughout the rest of the school as the children spent a day ‘sampling’ their 2017 classroom, teacher and classmates. Please see Mrs 

Woodman’s page 2 report on her observations of the day. We have a small number of class placement issues we are working hard to 

resolve, so we ask that parents are patient as we try to obtain the best outcome for everyone. We welcomed new teachers Ms Sarah 

Quinn (Grade 2), Miss Jemmah Kelly (Grade 6), Miss Aleksis Payne (Performing Arts) and Mr Andrew Parthenopoulos (Grade 3) to 

the BPPS team. Introducing new staff members tends to suggest we will be farewelling some current ones. Mrs Clifford and Ms Russell 

will be leaving for reasons which will be obvious to those who have seen them around the school lately. New borns await them! We 

will also be losing the wonderful Mrs Sue Grigg who has decided to hang up her chalk and duster. I will pay further tribute to her mag-

nificent teaching career in next week’s Press. 

 

Some serious rock and roll was balanced with some more subdued music at assembly on Monday. Dimitri Sarantopoulos and Jamie 

Anthony sounded much like AC/DC and Will Casey and Isaac Flynn much like Joan Jett as they performed renditions of those art-
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DIARY DATES 
Thursday 8 December Carols Night @ BPPS 7.15—9.30pm 

Friday 9 December Swimming Program concludes 

Friday 9 December Last day Uniform Shop 3.15—3.45pm 

Monday 12 December Last day uniform orders to the office 

Monday 12 December Grade 6 excursion to IMAX and Melbourne Museum 

Monday 12 December Last day to book Graduation Tickets.  Trybooking link on Website 

Tuesday 13 December Grade 3/4 Matt Glover Drawing Workshop 

Tuesday 13 December Grade 5/6 Movie Afternoon  

Tuesday 13 December Parent Helper/Volunteer Afternoon Tea 3.30—4.15 Stadium Foyer 

Wednesday 14 December Grade 1/2 excursion to Village Cinemas Doncaster 

Wednesday 14 December Foundation excursion Lego Education Centre 

Wednesday 14 December Grade 6 Graduation 6.45—8.30pm @ BPPS 

Thursday 15 December Grade 6 picnic Leigh Park 

Friday 16 December Final Assembly 2.30pm 

Monday 19 December Pupil Free Day—no students at school 

Tuesday 20 December CANTEEN CLOSED 

Tuesday 20 December Last day Term 4.  1.30pm dismissal 

Wednesday 25 January Book Collection 9.30am—3pm from the Art Room** 

Monday 30 January Book Collection 9.30am—3pm from the Art Room** 

Tuesday 31 January First day Term 1 2017 for all students 

**Uniform Shop open 9am—12pm Wednesday 25 & Monday 30 January 

CAROLS TONIGHT 

7.15—9.30 



ists’ well known songs. Chris Karathanassis’ more restrained piano playing provided an interesting contrast. Well done boys – you 

were all terrific. Maryam Abdekhodaee and Philip Wing Shing received Care, Learn Share Awards for being wonderful and effi-

cient helpers on Gelato Day and Liam O’Hoy received his for voluntarily helping to pack away furniture. Mr Symons and Haig 

Chahinian presented certificates to our Table Tennis victors. They were Skyla Stanton and Dylan Tran runners up in the Founda-

tion to Grade 2 division with Daniel Vasarelli and Lachie Hanson the victors, the 3/4 runners up were Aiden OLDS and Marcus 

Nedanovski with Tadhg McCarthy and Joseph Pezzano the winners and Josh De Lacy-Turner and Peter Sarantos were runners 

up to Chris Karathanassis and Thomas Hurt the grade 5/6 champions. 

 

We also acknowledged Scarlett Campbell’s remarkable achievement in the world of tennis. Scarlett has made it through to the Aus-

tralian National Tennis Championships to be held next week at Melbourne Park where she will compete in the Under 12 section. I 

wasn’t aware at the time that two of our boys have also achieved highly in the soccer world. Joshua De Lacy-Turner and Jordan 

Olds have been accepted to play for Victoria in the National Futsal Championships to be held in Sydney in the new year. Trials were 

held Victoria wide for this event and only 20 boys were selected. Congratulations and good luck to Scarlett, Joshua and Jordan. 

Please also see the report elsewhere in The Press on Jasper Kay-Kneebone’s performance at the School Sport Australian Track and 

Field National competition in Sydney recently. We are very proud of your efforts Jasper. 

 

We look forward to welcoming many parents and community members to our Volunteer Helpers Afternoon Tea next Tuesday af-

ternoon, 3.30 – 4.15 p.m. This event is our opportunity as teachers to express our appreciation to the many people who have assisted 

in a myriad of ways throughout 2016. As it will be conducted in the Stadium foyer, the children can play on the new play equipment 

and the top oval area as staff will be rostered on to supervise.  

 

We are also very excited about Carols Night which commences at 7.15 p.m. this evening. As per the letter we sent home yesterday, 

we would appreciate members of the audience remaining quiet during the performances and moving into the foyer if they wish to 

chat with friends. A Silent Auction will be conducted through the evening and features some terrific items on which you may bid.  

 

We remind everyone that our Final Assembly will commence at 2.30 p.m. on Friday 16th December and that Monday 19th De-

cember is a Pupil Free Day. Children who need to be at school on Tuesday 20th December, DET’s ‘official’ last day, will be catered 

for, but we are anticipating most families will commence their holidays on Friday 16th.  

 

This is the last formal newsletter for 2016. Next week’s edition is dedicated to acknowledgements and expressions of appreciation 

– particularly to those who will be concluding their connection to BPPS at the end of this school year. 

 

Eric Regester 

 

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

Dear Parents and Friends, 

What a buzz there was at school on Tuesday for Orientation Day. I visited all classrooms and found the children re-

laxed and comfortable in their new settings. There was a great learning hum as the students focussed on activities de-

signed to prepare for a positive classroom environment in 2017. The activities were many and varied but the purpose 

was consistent throughout. The main purpose of Orientation Day is for the children to come away from the day feeling 

more familiar and confident about the next step in their learning. It is a day when teachers and students rekindle friend-

ships, get to know new people and find out more about each other. Some of the activities I observed to support this 

goal included constructing boxes, name tags or shields with individual personal information that teachers and students 

shared with each other. Photos of the children were taken which either reappeared at home or will be front and centre 

of the classroom in 2017. Our teachers provided opportunities for the children to mix themselves up with human scav-

enger hunts and tower building competitions. I noticed how the teachers roved around as the students worked on their 

projects, often sharing a joke or a story. On another occasion before the classes were read out, the students were asked 

to acknowledge their feelings. Some of the responses were: excited, anxious, happy and nervous and mixtures of emo-

tions. Interestingly, the teachers responded with the same answers as the children, highlighting the anticipation of the 

day ahead.  Thank you to our teachers who provided a nurturing and supportive classroom environment that I’m sure 

will set the children up very well for next year. 

 

Also in preparation for next year, Monday the 19 December is a Pupil Free Day where the teachers will be working 

together on a ‘start-up’ program. As a result of the work that staff have done with Bill Rogers, consistent approaches 

based on rights and responsibilities will be established. These practices will be implemented in the first few weeks of 

next year in every classroom. The rules of the classrooms will stem from three basic rights which are: the right to learn, 

the right to be safe and the right to be treated with respect. Students will be involved in developing rules for their class-

rooms which are clearly understood. These classroom rules will be distributed to families so you can understand and 

better support us in our approach to behaviour management.  

 

To one and all, this will be my last newsletter for 2016. I thank you all for your continued support of BPPS and wish 

you, your families and friends a happy festive and holiday period.  

 

Cheers, 

Jane Woodman 



Christmas Giving Tree in Office Foyer!  
As Christmas approaches there are many needy families in the community 

who are not able to enjoy the special privileges and treats of the Christmas 

season. 

 

Each year we ask our school families to donate food or new toys to be given 

to the Salvation Army Christmas Appeal. If you would like to donate an item 

please place your new unwrapped gifts under the Giving Tree (in the office 

foyer) before collection  on Friday 9th December  (BY 9AM PLEASE) 
(Suggestions for gifts are available at the office) 

Thanks for your support! 



Thank you to  those who have put themselves forward to help.  There are many days still left to fill; please complete the Canteen 

Helpers form if you can help.  If you feel you cannot commit to the canteen the whole day remember anytime you can help is 

appreciated      If you are unable to work on your selected days, could you please let me know on 0419 506 318. 

Di Cleary, Canteen Manager 

 9—11am 11am—1pm 

Friday 9 December Help Needed Help Needed 

Monday 12 December Help Needed Help Needed 

Tuesday 13 December Help Needed Help Needed 

Wednesday 14 December Help Needed Tania Adamson 

Thursday 15 December Help Needed Help Needed 

Friday 16 December Help Needed Help Needed 

Monday 19 December PUPIL FREE DAY CANTEEN CLOSED 

Tuesday 20 December LAST DAY TERM 4 CANTEEN CLOSED 

SPECIAL DATES 
 

December 14 

Anyone who has helped in the 

Canteen in 2016, please pop in 

for a thank you cuppa and cake 

from 2.30pm onwards 

 

December 20 

Last day Term 4 

CANTEEN CLOSED 

 

 

 

 

DI 





Congratulations to Jasper Kay-Kneebone who recently competed at the School Sport Australia Track and Field Nationals at 

Olympic Park in Sydney. Jasper was one of only two boys from Victoria who competed in the 11yr Boys Combined Event 

(which is a multi-event) over 2 days. On day 1 he did the 100m and Long Jump. On day 2 he did the Shot Put and 800m. He 

managed to get a PB in 3 out of the 4 events (100m, 800m, Shot Put) which is an awesome achievement. On a 3rd day he com-

peted in a team-based "fun" Shot Put relay and managed another PB. Overall, Jasper came 6th out of 10 competitors. 

 

Jasper said he really enjoyed the Nationals experience, especially because they had an official Opening ceremony (with brass 

band) and it's fun to meet new friends. Jasper had a successful and fun time at the School Sport Australia Nationals!  

This year, Boroondara Park PS joined an interschool debating competition which involved thirteen schools from our district. Each 

school was allowed two teams of five students each.  

 

Team 5: James Del Papa, Mia Kagiaros, Anthea Kordas, Sucheta Pereira, Peter Andonopoulos 

Team 18: Cristina Di Pietro, Caelin Loffel, Maryam Abdekhodaee, Nina Angelkovik, Henry Smith 

 

Throughout the morning each team debated three times against some very worthy opponents.  

 

Team 5 won their first debate and James was named best speaker. They narrowly lost their following two debates, however Sucheta 

was named best speaker in the third. 

 

Team 18 won their first, with Cristina and Caelin named equal best speakers. They conceded their second, however won their third 

debate by a big margin, with Henry and Maryam being named equal best speakers. 

 

Just before lunch we found out that Ashburton was in first place and Boroondara Park Team 18 was in second. This meant that both 

teams had only 45 minutes to prepare for a Grand Final debate. The topic was: That science is better than studies of society and en-

vironment.  

 

They did a marvellous job preparing for a very difficult topic. Although Cristina, Caelin and Henry were the speakers, they received 

a lot of research support from Maryam and Nina.  

 

After the debate the judges said that Cristina was wonderfully engaging and warm, that Caelin had great rebuttal and statistics, and 

was very thoughtful, and that Henry was fantastically confident and clearly addressed each point in his rebuttal. Unfortunately, we 

lost out to Ashburton by a mere five points, but our team came second out of 26 teams which was a huge achievement.  

 

Coach Miss Russell could not have been more proud of the team spirit and sportsmanship shown by our ten competitors on the day. 

They represented BPPS in the best and most admirable way. Congratulations debaters! 

DEBATING COMPETITION 



Over the last few years, a volunteer group of parents has organ-

ised the sale of BPPS 2nd hand uniform through a stall, usually 

held once a term.  Kim Bui has kindly offered to coordinate this 

group for 2017 but would love to hear from anyone who would 

be willing to help her out. 

Please contact Kim on 0402 160 168 



CUT-OFF DATES FOR  PAYMENTS AT THE OFFICE 

 

PLEASE NOTE THAT NO PAYMENTS CAN BE ACCEPTED AT THE OFFICE 

AFTER Friday 16 DECEMBER 

 

IF YOU ARE PAYING 2017 FEES THIS YEAR THEY MUST BE RECEIVED AT 

THE OFFICE BY TOMORROW FRIDAY 9 DECEMBER 



The Department of Education and Training 

(DET) does not endorse the products or ser-

vices of any private advertiser.  No responsi-

bility is accepted by DET for accuracy of in-

formation contained in advertisements or 

claims made by them. 


