
Hello everyone 
Many of our families enjoyed a delightful time at the Welcome BBQ on Friday 17th February. The weather was superb and the thor-
ough arrangements put in place by Ellie Williams and Laila Genitsaris ensured everything ran smoothly. We were also fortunate to 
have so many willing volunteers on the night. Current students helped in the canteen, former students helped with the serving, and a 
number of parents stepped up to assist in a range of ways. We are also very appreciative of the efforts of Dora and Mark Longmuir 
(Catering by Spitting Image) who provided the barbeque, and sourced (and sauced!) and cooked the sausages. The children had a lot 
of fun with the Greythorn Falcons’ handball activity, Bop till you Drop proved as popular as ever and the two activities initiated by 
some of our student leaders were highly successful. Many thanks to Angelina Liu, James Del Papa, Dan Stavretis and their helpers 
for organising the Treasure Hunt and Paper Plane making, and a huge thank you to Ellie and Laila. 
 
Our four Information Sessions last week were well received by parents. Attendance at all sessions was high, to the extent that we ran 
out of seating during the 1/2 and 3/4 sessions! We hope that those who were there went home with a far greater understanding of the 
approaches and programs in place at the school at the various year levels. Many thanks to our four Team Curriculum Leaders – Ms 
Amiconi, Mrs Mulder, Mrs Fleming and Mrs Reeve for their excellent presentations, and the other teachers who made themselves 
available to chat to parents in the classrooms. We remind all families that the most effective way of communicating with the teachers 
is to make an appointment to meet at a mutually convenient time, and that the Sentral Messaging facility is a most convenient medi-
um for making these arrangements. 
 
After Kevin Huang and Amy Dingle had opened last Thursday’s assembly playing their respective instruments beautifully, we pre-
sented a number of Care, Learn and Share Awards. They went to Winston Sun for working effectively and efficiently in class and 
being a great role model; Jana Niolakis for always contributing her thoughts and ideas during class discussions; and Jessica Hurt, 
Nicholas Gibson, Jordan Yang and Simon Phung for  voluntar ily assisting to erect and take down the shade structures, in 
very hot conditions, for the Melbourne United basketball session.   
 
The assembly highlight was the presentation of badges to our newly elected Junior School Councillors. Our proud recipients were: 
Barbara Tinoco and James Longmuir (3JT); Delanah Schelbach and Ilias Kafkoulas (3CG); Edward O’Hoy and Alex 
O’Keefe (3LA); Zara Hardy and Will Lofting (3KJ); Amy Liem and Ben Reynolds (4TL); Tiah Diplaris and Jonathan Anto-
nopoulos (4BM); Eleanor Smith and Nicholas Hasslinger (4CF); Audrey Stavrakis and Yuichi Chang (4RP); Nikoletta 
Tsekrekos and Aashish Gulwani (5DJ); Lauren Liao and Hunter Hawke (5HF); William Louey and Joseph Pezzano (5JM); 
Kaj Harper-Lietoff and Amrith Sinnadurai (5CB); Vandana Pereira and Ben Gale (6SR); Mia Giotitsas and Dimitri Saran-
topoulos (6KS); Milana Cutugno and Alec Seaton-Nichol (6JK); and Margaret Obolenski and Seth Gadsden (6NK). These 
children are now charged with the responsibility of representing their respective grades at the JSC Meetings, which involves taking 
ideas from the classroom to the JSC forum and then reporting back. They are also directly involved in the decision-making processes 
at the JSC Meetings. We congratulate all of you for being recognised as responsible and reliable by your classmates. 
 
The BPPS Volunteer Group met on Tuesday night and it was great to see some new faces in attendance. The highlight was the launch 
of the BPPS Volunteers Facebook page, cleverly constructed by Olivia Keenan. Yes, BPPS Volunteers is online! Come and join our 
new online community! All BPPS families are invited to join! You’ll find us at https://www.facebook.com/groups/bppsvolunteers/?
ref=group_cover This is designed for BPPS families and is a ‘closed’ Facebook group. Upon joining you’ll be asked to simply con-
firm the grades your children are in. Once done, you’re in! Find out what’s going on around the school and volunteer for the many 
upcoming events and activities that will be happening in 2017. If you have an event or program that requires extra helpers let us 
know and we’ll publish a post on your behalf. Please email Olivia on  o_keenan@outlook.com  or call 0413 945 056 to arrange this. 
The BPPS Volunteers Facebook Group has protocols which must be adhered to, and these will be distributed via Sentral. Elsewhere 
in The Press, you will find an Events, Programmes and Roles list. As you will see, the extent and range of the activities is vast and 
there are many activities for which we are still looking for coordinators. Please give serious consideration to offering your assistance. 
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DIARY DATES 
 

Monday 13 March Labour Day Public Holiday—SCHOOL CLOSED 
Tues 14—Fri 17 March Grade 6 Waratah Bay Beach Camp 
Friday 17 March  FCB Parents Morning Tea Staffroom 9am 
Monday 20 March 4BM Parents Afternoon Tea Staffroom 2.30pm 
Tuesday 21 March School Photos 
Wednesday 22 March School Council AGM 7pm Staffroom 
Thursday 23 March Assembly 9am Stadium 
Thursday 23 March School Cross Country Carnival 
Friday 31 March  Last day Term 1 Assembly 1.50pm (2.30 dismissal) 
Tuesday 18 Apr il First day Term 2 
Thursday  11 May Mother’s Day Dinner.  Save the Date! 
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AT BPPS 
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One event in particular that needs someone/s to come on board quickly is the Mothers’ Day Stall. If this event is to run effectively 
this year we’re going to need volunteers to coordinate it very soon. Please contact Kylie Wray (0418 357937). Kylie McCarthy has 
yet to hear from all families in regard to the School Directory which is a most convenient vehicle for families to share contact details 
and helps promote our sense of community. If you HAVE NOT returned the pink form your family details WILL NOT appear in the 
directory, only your child’s name. As we are wishing to make this valuable publication available ASAP, please make sure you have 
returned the form (copies available at the office). 
 
This brings us to another important parent-school partnership body, the School Council. Nominations for membership closed at 4.30 
p.m. yesterday and at that stage we had received six nominations for our five positions, meaning the election will now go to ballot. 
Ballot papers will be distributed next Thursday 9th March and must be returned by 4.00 pm on Thursday 16th March. We are indeed 
fortunate to have people interested in wishing to assist with this important body of school governance. Many schools are not so lucky 
and struggle to attract sufficient interest for their parent quota on their School Councils. 
 
You may have noticed that Harold the Giraffe has left us. He went away at the end of last week with the departure of the Life Ed van. 
The health education provided by the Life Ed teacher was further developed in the Foundation area by their involvement in a drama 
incursion last Friday. Entitled Social and Emotional Active Learning, the activity complemented Life Ed and supported the ‘Identity’ 
unit of work they are undertaking this term. Further to that, our Year 5/6s have had a particular focus on mindfulness activities this 
week and the teachers have reported how much more focussed and productive the children have been as a result. Excellent! Our PE – 
Health program will receive further enhancement as Mrs Thwaites and Mr Batt undertook a Bike Ed training course this week. BPPS 
hosted the training which will help you understand why there were so many more bikes in the bike storage facility and a few more 
young and fit teachers about the place! 
 
Last Friday was also the day Mr Mulder and I accompanied the Student Leaders to the Melbourne Convention Centre for the GRIP 
Leadership Conference. The program was fabulous, successfully combining a good share of fun with some ser ious messages 
about leadership. Our 22 leaders behaved in an exemplary manner throughout and we are confident they gained much from the expe-
rience. 
 
Please see Mr Batt’s report on the outcomes of the District and Division Swimming. Needless to say we are very proud of our com-
petitors and congratulate them on their mighty efforts at both carnivals. 
 
Eric Regester 
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Name: 
Andy Parthenopoulos 
Interests/background/experience: 
I have had a varied career involving IT consultancy, web design, overseas English teaching, travel consultan-
cy, market research, and being an occasional tradie! Traveling off the beaten path is a huge passion of mine, 
but I equally crave relaxing moments to myself with a book or guitar. Also, I’m a loyal member of the Mel-
bourne Football Club who is eagerly anticipating a much-deserved finals berth in 2017. 
Favourite food/place/book/movie 
Japanese Katsu Curry / Himalayas in Nepal / Papillon / Lord of the Rings 
What would my mum say about me …. 
Empathetic, tenacious and always puts in a big effort (except when cleaning the house) 
What have you liked about BPPS so far…. 
The sense of community around the staff room and corridors. My new colleagues are both highly professional 
and warmly genuine at the same time, and this appears to have been passed on to the children.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Name:  
Sarah Quinn 
Interests/background/experience: 
I grew up on a dairy farm near the small country town of Undera.  
I went to Victoria University to study Business (Hospitality Management) then went on to do Master of Teach-
ing at La Trobe University.  
I worked in Shepparton for a number of years teaching a range of younger classes.  
I really enjoy teaching spin at gym, travelling, dancing, walking my dog and following the best football team 
‘Collingwood’ 
Favourite food/place/book/movie: 
Food - Thai food 
Place – I like to travel anywhere some of my favourite places are: America, Cambodia and Sir Lanka. 
Book – Fantastic Mr Fox – Classic story 
Movie – Taken  
What would my mum say about me …. 
That I’m a very energetic and positive person who loves to teach and strives to get the best outcome for all 
students. All positive things minus going for Collingwood.  
What have you liked about BPPS so far…. 
The welcoming community and the students within my class are a joy to teach.  



The artist of the week beginning 20th February is Angelina Liu. 
Angelina created a detailed tag as part of a unit of work focused on 
street art. Her careful design skills make her tag interesting with a 
strong contrast of black on white. Angelina created the tag 'Angie' 
framed with angel wings as her name means angel. She spent time at 
home carefully drafting her tag and then completed her design at 
school. Great work Angelina. 
 
The artist of the week beginning 27th February is Christina Koutsiou-
fitis of 4BM with her Armorial Bookplate Design. The children of 
grades 3 and 4 have been exploring the conventions of Ex Libris book-
plates, and how they can used to express the identity of book owners. 
Christina has fulfilled the brief extremely well, to show aspects of her 
identity in the design of a bookplate within the conventions of the Ar-
morial type. Many of the children have done exceptional work in this 
unit thus far, and we hope parents have appreciated the printed/
photocopied works that have gone home thus far.  We hope that some 
of them have already been pasted into much loved books! Stay tuned 
as they work on other designs and more challenging printing methods. 
 
Jennifer Hortin & Lisa Trevorrow 





Second-Hand Uniform Stall 
Many thanks to everyone who came to our Second Hand Uniform 
Stall last Friday 
 
We raised $430.80, all of  which goes directly to the school. 
 
Thanks also to Kim Bui and her team for facilitating this service. 

Notice to parents - help support the school when doing everyday shop-
ping. Just mention BPPS before paying at the cash register at Balwyn 
Bakers Delight on Whitehorse Rd and your purchases will be tallied 
up and 5% will be donated back to our school at the end of each year.  

 

 

 

 

There are still copies of the 2016 

Year Book available for purchase 

at the office    

 

Cost:  $25 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Mother’s Day Dinner 
Thursday 11 May 

 
WATCH THIS SPACE 

Costumes for the School Production 
 

There will be Senior School Production  in July for all children in grades 3, 4 ,5 and 6.  If you'd like 
to be involved in costumes and accessories then please get in touch or come and see us in our new 
Costume Room (Room 25, next to the Italian Room near OSH club). This term we'll be there on 
Monday 9am to 10am, Friday 9am to 10am and 2.30pm to 3.30pm.  Measurement sheets are going 
home to all Grade 5/6 and we’re busy making some items for them to try on at the end of term. 
Thank you to those who have already popped in to see us with offers of help. 
  
Gillian, Jane and Alison  







The Department of Education and Training 
(DET) does not endorse the products or ser-
vices of any private advertiser.  No responsi-
bility is accepted by DET for accuracy of in-
formation contained in advertisements or 
claims made by them. 

Annual Boroondara Volunteer Expo 
Connect with over 55 community organisations looking for volunteers and learn how you can make a 
difference in the local community! 
Wednesday 1 March, 1-6pm 
Hawthorn Arts Centre  
No need to RSVP - just come along on the day! 
http://www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/volunteerexpo  

2017 GRADE 6  
POLO TOP 

 

There is one brand new 2017 
Grade 6 Polo Top (size 12) 

available for sale ($36) 
 

Please contact Tina on  
0400 144 680 

http://www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/volunteerexpo



