
Hello everyone 

We are currently beginning the process of planning our class and staffing structure for 2017. It would be most helpful if parents or 

guardians could inform us as soon as possible if they plan not to return to BPPS next year. In a similar way, if you know of children or 

families who intend to enrol their children at BPPS in Foundation or other Year levels in 2017, it would be appreciated if you could 

encourage them to do so as soon as possible. This will assist us with the very complicated task of developing class groups and assigning 

staff to these groups.  

 

One of the most time consuming and challenging tasks that we undertake is the formation of classes for the following school 

year.  Decisions about the structure of the school are made based on the educational needs of students, enrolment numbers, the number 

of teaching spaces and human resources.  Teachers spend many hours considering student placement in classes that are balanced with 

regard to academic capabilities, behavioural needs, social compatibility and gender.  Our aim has always been to provide 

equal opportunity for all students in a dynamic learning environment. Each year we offer parents the opportunity to contribute to this 

process should they have significant educational or other relevant considerations. This IS NOT an invitation to request specific teachers. 

Teachers use academic, behavioural and social competencies to assist them in the placement process. Despite our concerns as adults, 

children are often much more resilient and responsive to change and new circumstances than we give them credit for.  It is quite natural 

that things are not always as we wish, however the way in which we respond to this is a model for our children. Should you wish to 

provide the school with information pertaining to your child/ren’s placement, you are required to do so IN WRITING and justify your 

request. Written submissions, addressed to Mrs Woodman, must be in by Friday 11th November. We will be unable to consider letters 

submitted after this date as the placement process will have already commenced. 

 

Green Day for Peace was a wonderfully enriching and rewarding day last Friday. The school was proud to host the official launch and 

honoured to have Moira Kelly speak to the children and teachers. Moira is a humanitarian of some note and the founder of Global Gar-

dens of Peace, towards which the free dress day’s proceeds have been directed. Moira spoke of her inspiration to create gardens of hope 

in devastated communities around the world. She was accompanied by two young girls, one Palestinian and one Pakistani, both of 

whom she has brought to Australia for medical treatment unavailable or unaffordable to them in their home countries. She also had her 

son Ahmed with her, who had just returned from the Rio Paralympics. His story is incredibly inspiring and can be read via https://

www.paralympic.org.au/athlete/ahmed-kelly/ . A group of board members from Global Gardens of Peace also accompanied Moira, 

including Andrew Laidlaw (Landscape Designer, Melbourne Royal Botanic Gardens) and school parent Bernie McInerney. We are 

most grateful to Bernie for establishing the connection between the organisation and the school and for his assistance in the lead up to, 

and on the day. We hope our newly-planted olive tree thrives in the amphitheatre area and stands as a symbol of our involvement in this 

most worthwhile cause. 

 

On the same day, thirty Year 5/6s represented the school at the State Racquetball Championships – which was the first time we had 

competed in this event. Eight boys’ teams and two girls’ teams took part with our top boys’ team and our top girls’ team finishing sec-

ond in the state – a remarkable performance. Congratulations to Ava Booth, Scarlett Campbell and Jessica Hurt from the successful 

girls’ team and Thomas Hurt, Chris Karathannasis and Eli Taylor from the boys’ team and a big thank you to Mr Batt for initiating 

our involvement in this new (for us) sport.  
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DIARY DATES 
Tuesday 1 November Melbourne Cup Public Holiday—School Closed 

Sunday 6 November Working Bee 9am—12noon 

Wednesday 9 November Family Numeracy Afternoon 3.45—4.45pm BPPS classrooms 

Wednesday 16 November School Council 7.30pm Staffroom 

Saturday 19 November SCHOOL FAIR  3—8PM 

Tuesday 22 November Foundation 2017 Parent Information Evening 7pm 

Wednesday 23 November Foundation 2017 Orientation Program  2.15—3.15pm 

Friday 25 November Team 3/4 Starlab at school 

Monday 28 November Swimming Program commences Foundation—Grade 5 

Wednesday 30 November Foundation 2017 Orientation Program  2.15—3.15pm 

Friday 2 December OSH Basketball BBQ & Presentation 3.30-4.30pm outside Hall 

Tuesday 6 December Whole School Transition Day 9am—3.30pm 

Tuesday 6 December Foundation 2017 Orientation Program  10am—2pm 

Thursday 8 December Carols Night @ BPPS 7.15—9.30pm 

Friday 9 December Swimming Program concludes 

Wednesday 14 December Grade 6 Graduation 6.15—7.45pm @ BPPS 

Friday 16 December Final Assembly 2pm 

Monday 19 December Pupil Free Day—no students at school 

Tuesday 20 December CANTEEN CLOSED 

Tuesday 20 December Last day Term 4.  1.30pm dismissal 

MELBOURNE CUP DAY  

TUESDAY 

SCHOOL CLOSED 

https://www.paralympic.org.au/athlete/ahmed-kelly/
https://www.paralympic.org.au/athlete/ahmed-kelly/


In the evening on Friday, the senior children had a ‘wow’ of a time at the Grade 5/6 Disco in the hall. From all reports it was a great 

night with the children only stopping dancing to refuel with food and drink. We were proud to hear that their behaviour was excellent 

– this was even commented upon by the DJ who does many such school gigs. We are extremely grateful to key organisers Steph 

Louey and Colleen Stavrakis, and to their team of assistants who helped make the hall look fantastic and/or were on hand supervis-

ing, ‘feeding and watering’, and cleaning up afterwards.  

 

Six BPPS students competed at the State Athletics Championships on Monday and all performed extremely well. Jasper Kay-

Kneebone finished 4th in the 800 metres and Owen Roberts 9th in the Shot Put. Our Girls’ 4 x 100 relay team of Tia Genis, Jessica 

Lau, Elise Orsini and Taya Tobin came second in their heat, qualifying for the final in which they were successful in winning a 

Bronze Medal. Great stuff girls – third in the state!  Congratulations to all of you for reaching such a high level and special congratu-

lations to Jasper who has qualified to represent Victoria at the National Championships in Sydney in November. Jasper will compete 

in the Multi Event which consists of 100 metres, 800 metres, Long Jump and Shot Put – a sensational effort! 

 

Carl Lu’s violin playing was a highlight of Monday’s Assembly. Thanks for entertaining us so capably Carl. Care, Learn and Share 

Awards were presented to Mia Alexander, Vishni Attanayake, Nicole Denipitiya and Remi Steen for their initiative and hard work 

getting the ‘Acknowledgement to Country’ introduced into our assemblies; to Vrishin Gandhi for being kind, caring and considerate 

to others, always looking to help; and Nicholas Gibson for working effectively and efficiently, setting a wonderful example to oth-

ers. Katerina Loutas and Andrew Halamantaris were proud to be named Artists of the Week and we presented trophies to our 

Term 3 Chess winners. In the Intermediate category they were James Craik (1st), Ilias Kafkoulas (2nd), Oliver Woodman (3rd) and 

Marcus Boulos (Most Improved), while in the Advanced category they were Jesse Zafirakos (1st), Dan Stavretis (2nd), Kiran 

Chandra (3rd) and Yianni Andalis (Most Improved). Congratulations boys! 

 

We acknowledged the 37 children who had received Credits in the ICAS Mathematics Competition and presented certificates to the 

27 children who received Distinctions. Congratulations to Isaac Huynh, Peri Kay-Kneebone, Tien Bui, Eleanor Seery, Eleanor 

Smith, Aashish Gulwani, Jake Lancaster, Max Leonidis, Mitchell Ting, Andrew Zhu, James Boussounis, Vrishin Gandhi, 

Jasper Kay-Kneebone, William Lin, Angelina Liu, Nicole Meng, Jordan Yang, Jesse Zafirakos, Leon Zhang, Liang Chen, 

Mimi Dassanayake, Luke Jiang, Alex Li, Michelle Nguyen, Yiqing Shao, Henry Smith and Philip Wing-Shing. Special congrat-

ulations were extended to Carl Lu who was awarded a High Distinction. Great effort Carl! 

 

Our Year 5 and 6 students for 2017 will have a new addition to their school uniform. A very attractive school sports top has been 

introduced which can be worn for interschool sport, ‘Reggie Cup’ intra-school sport and on PE days. Clearly a BPPS top, they are 

also slightly differentiated so that each child’s House name and colours are also evident. Whilst we realise this is an extra cost to par-

ents, the shirts can be worn every Friday and on PE days, lessening the need to have another school polo top or tee shirt. It will also 

save the school the time-consuming task of collecting and refunding deposits, and distributing and recollecting borrowed tops.  

 

We realise many parents take advantage of Cup Day to grab the chance for a long weekend away. We therefore make a point of 

running a modified program on Monday in which no ‘new learning’ is planned. Please be assured that your child/ren will not be 

missing out on vital curriculum inclusions if they are not here on Monday. 

 

A Working Bee is planned for Sunday 6th November from 9.00 am – noon. Please watch for further notice inviting you to help make 

the school environs look attractive for the Fair. Speaking of which – only 23 days to go! Have you volunteered to assist at a Fair stall 

yet? 

 

Welcome to Hannah Zaatari who joined us in 4JH this week.  We wish Hannah and her family a wonderful time at BPPS. 

 

 Eric Regester 

SCHOOL WORKING BEE 
 

SUNDAY 6 NOVEMBER 9am—12noon 
 
 

Help make our school grounds look attractive for the FAIR. 
 

NOTICES COMING HOME SOON! 



FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

                     KIDSPEAK  
This week, I asked the students what I considered was a very challenging question. As 

I roved in the senior area of the school grounds, I asked what would be their message 

to the whole world.  Remarkably, the students could think of well-articulated and 

thoughtful responses very quickly. 

 

Here are some of the responses:  

 

Have peace and no wars.   Thomas 

 

Basketball’s the best.  Tahlia 

 

Be yourself, everyone else is taken.   Achana 

 

Don’t try to hurt or kill people just because they have done something to you in the past.  Georgia 

 

Don’t let other people influence your decisions.   Amber 

 

Don’t act different because of the way other people act. Act like yourself.  Jacqui 

 

Take care of your environment and where you live.     Savina 

 

If someone is being mean to you, be nice back to them. Then we would have peace.   Lawrence 

 

If you don’t like someone try to get along with them. You don’t have to marry them but you have to get along.  Aria  

 

Don’t start wars. Jack 

 

Love potatoes forever. Nicholas  

 

Be grateful for what you have. Lisa 

 

Stop wars and have world peace. Milana 

 

Be grateful for everything you have. Sherry  

 

Not to be too selfish about what you have. Natasha 

 

Always be happy. Mia 

 

Stop fighting. Seth 

 

Stop littering. Kiran 

 

Stay in harmony. Chris 

 

Don’t let anger disperse and be friends with everybody. Vrishin 

 

Ban terrorism. Leon 

 

Treat people how you would like to be treated. Jesse 

 

Try and help homeless people as much as you can. Alex. 

 

Everyone should love unicorns because they make you happy. Tiffany 

 

Never give up. Helena 

 

Be kind. Chloe 

 

Wow! What great messages to the world. I hope people are listening! 

 

Jane Woodman 



Thank you to  those who have put themselves forward to help.  There are many days still left to fill; please complete the Canteen 

Helpers form if you can help.  If you feel you cannot commit to the canteen the whole day remember anytime you can help is 

appreciated      If you are unable to work on your selected days, could you please let me know on 0419 506 318. 

 

Di Cleary, Canteen Manager 

Next week Amber Stanton of 5JM is our artist of the week with her 
mixed media work that references Salvador Dali’s most well known 
painting, The Persistence of Memory. 
Amber used paper magiclay to model the melting clock that Dali had 
been inspired to paint after seeing a camembert cheese melting on a 
warm day! Water colour paints were used for the atmospheric back-
ground, and the tree. Amber has done a great job of creating the illu-
sion of reality, by painting her tree with particular care to shadowing 
and tones. Well done Amber! 
 
Chris Trollope & Jennifer Hortin 

 9—11am 11am—1pm 

Friday 28 October Moni Schelbach Steph Louey 

Monday 31 October  Help Needed Help Needed 

Tuesday 1 November MELBOURNE CUP DAY SCHOOL CLOSED 

Wednesday 2 November Help Needed Tanya Adamson 

Thursday 3 November Help Needed Help Needed 

Friday 4 November Help Needed Help Needed 

Monday 7 November Help Needed Help Needed 

Tuesday 8 November Help Needed Help Needed 

Wednesday 9 November Help Needed Daniella Ciavarella 

Thursday 10 November Sam Keyse  Melissa Macrae Help Needed 

Friday 11 November Help Needed Help Needed 

SPECIAL DATES 
 

December 8 Carols Night 

Canteen open for sales until 9pm 

Hot food, drinks, ice creams 

Until sold out 

 

December 20 

Last day Term 4 

CANTEEN CLOSED 

 





REMEMBERANCE DAY  

POPPY APPEAL 
 

Poppies and wristbands available 

for sale at the school office. 











The Department of Education and Training 

(DET) does not endorse the products or ser-

vices of any private advertiser.  No responsi-

bility is accepted by DET for accuracy of in-

formation contained in advertisements or 

claims made by them. 




