
Dear Parent/Carers and Friends of Boroondara Park, 
 
Two weeks ago we surveyed all students in regards to the ways and the area in which they spend their lunchtimes. This week we be-
gan two lunchtime clubs. This was in response to student feedback on activities they would like to see run at B.P.P.S. The first was a 
robotics club utilising a new resource called a ‘Dash’ robot. In the photos below you can see a group of Year 4 students being intro-
duced to Dash.  
 
On Tuesday another student ran a session utilising a modified version of Minecraft. This was aimed at interested Year 3 students. Last 
week our grade two students had the opportunity to work with Belinda Rhee (parent of Ethan) and colleague Woody from Camber-
well Girls Grammar who introduced our students to Spheros. The students were able to synchronise an iPad to a Sphero and learn 
how to drive and coordinate the device through some amazing challenges prepared by Belinda and Ethan. This opportunity linked to 
the 1/2 Team’s Creativity unit ‘Robot Bubbies’. There was laughter, joy, teamwork, cooperation while developing ICT skills. We 
thank Sarah Quinn for organising this event.  
 
Our Grade 5/6 students have learnt how to use an app called Brushes Redux in their weekly Visual Arts classes.  At the age of 75 art-
ist David Hockney began using this app, originally to create artworks of flowers to send (email and text) to his friends to brighten up 
their day. If you zoom in you’ll be able to see the great pieces the students have created.  
 
Within the Victorian Curriculum there is a focus on developing our students to become ‘confident and creative developers of digital 
solutions through the application of information systems and specific ways of thinking about problem solving’. Combined with our 
Bee Bots in Grade 1 and 2 and coding through our Grade 5 and 6 Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) pro-
gram, we are addressing this area of the curriculum, thus preparing our students for their world of work, no matter which sphere they 
choose to move into. 

  

 
On Tuesday night we welcomed the families of our 2018 Foundation students. This session followed on from one held on May 25th 
as well as two Story Time afternoons which took place earlier in the term. The focus of the night was on the transition from pre-
school to school. It was a most informative evening and I know that all families benefitted from their attendance. I’d like to thank 
Claire Brennan for her coordination of the evening along with Sarah Amiconi, this year’s Foundation Curriculum Leader as well as 
Lisa Ainger and Kirstin Jones who will make up the team for 2018. I’d also like to thank Jane Woodman, Emma Chiera and Monica 
Lindau for their involvement.  
 
At last week’s assembly we recognised Jordan Y’s (6NK) achievement in becoming the Victorian Under 13 Badminton singles cham-
pion. Jordan will represent our state in the Under 13 Australian Championships in January. We wish Jordan all the best. Also at assem-

bly, Zac K (4TL) played the guitar piece ‘Vals’ and was followed by Carlos W (6NK) who once again wowed us on the 
drums, this time to ‘Love Me Again’ by John Newman. CLaS awards were presented to Issa S (2MC), Lani B (3CG), 
Delanah S (3CG), Prathik P (2SQ), Jing T (2SQ), Ethan R (2SQ), Sophie K (2SQ), Ruby L (2SQ), Theodore T (1ML) 
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DIARY DATES 
Saturday 25 November Parent Trivia Night 
Tuesday 28 November BPPS Volunteers 7pm Staffroom 
Wednesday 29 November Foundation 2018 Transition 2.15—3.15pm 
Monday 04 December Swimming Program commences 
Wednesday 06 December Foundation 2018 Transition 2.15—3.15pm 
Friday 08 December OSH Basketball BBQ 3.30—4.30pm 
Tuesday 12 December Whole School 2018 Transition Day 
Tuesday 12 December Foundation 2018 Transition 10am—2pm 
Thursday 14 December Carols Evening 7.15—9.30pm 
Wednesday 20 December Grade 6 Graduation 
Friday 22 December Last day Term 4—1.30pm dismissal 



and Julius O (FCB). Jane Woodman acknowledged our state finalists Jesse Z (6CM), Vrishin G (6CM), Dan S (6CM), 
William L (6CM) and Yianni A (6CM) who came 7th in the Victorian State School Championships. As well, Joel D 
(1ML) received a ‘Most Improved’ chess player trophy for Term 3. 
 
To assist in your planning for 2018 we are able to advise you of next year’s pupil free days. As you will notice they all 
fall within the first half of the year. In order to maximise the teaching and learning in 2018, it is vital to facilitate our pro-
fessional learning at these times. I’d like to make particular reference to the 15th February date. The focus of this day is 
to continue our work on learning intentions and success criteria. These form the foundation for each lesson, making ex-
plicit for our students what they are going to learn and how they will know if they’ve been successful. This links to our 
work on the Department of Education’s new publication: ‘High Impact Teaching Strategies’ (HITS). https://tinyurl.com/
y7o425n6 which will also be on the agenda for the day. 
 
The dates are: 
29 January (Monday)  
15 February (Thursday)  
16 April (Monday)  
8 June (Friday) 
 
We can also confirm the camp dates for 2018. They are: 
Grade 6 -  13 - 16 March – Waratah Bay 
Grade 5 -  11 - 14 Sept - Coonawarra 
Grade 4 -  29 - 31 Aug – Mt. Evelyn 
Grade 3 -  31 Oct - 2 Nov – Phillip Island 
 
Please note that the Grade 2 Sleepover is still to be confirmed but at this stage it is planned for the 20 September, 2018. 
 
All dates have been added to the Parent Portal on Sentral. 
 
Four weeks till the end of the school year - it’s hard to believe. 
 
Have a great weekend everyone 
 
Randal Symons 
Acting Principal 
 
ANDREW FULLER FEEDBACK 
We were delighted to have internationally renowned clinical psychologist and family therapist Andrew Fuller come to 
BPPS to share his knowledge through his presentation ‘Unlocking Your Child’s Genius’. Our aim in delivering nights 
like this is to strengthen community partnerships. Thank you to those who came along and for providing valuable feed-
back, some snippets of which are below: 
The most profound thing I learned was the notion of anxiety and how it is the greatest influence on the ability to learn. 
Andrew was motivational and inspirational. Great choice of speaker! 
Andrew encouraged me more to think about how I approach the differences in children and their learning, and to em-
brace them, inspire them and to help them feel safe and valued as they are.  
I thought the session with Andrew Fuller was terrific - both entertaining and informative.  It has made me reflect more on 
how I spend my time with the boys, and to really appreciate their differences.   
Tonight’s discussion with Andrew Fuller was just amazing. I could listen to him speak for days and days. Super informa-
tive, and so many awesome ideas for bringing about simple and meaningful change - in our kids learning and happiness, 
but also ourselves. 
I hope implementing some of Andrew’s strategies will help all my beautiful unique boys. 
It confirmed for me how important it is for children to do sports to release stress and built up tension to keep them happy 
and how stress affects their learning abilities. I also reflected on how the stress and pressure we put on ourselves to be or 
do so much can really show through our children. 
 
Monica Lindau 
Acting Leading Teacher – Student Wellbeing 
 
Principal Selection Process Update 
The process to select Boroondara Park Primary School’s next principal has begun. The school community will be noti-
fied of the outcome once the process has been completed. 

CUT-OFF DATES FOR  PAYMENTS AT THE OFFICE 
 

PLEASE NOTE THAT NO PAYMENTS CAN BE ACCEPTED AT THE OFFICE 
AFTER THURSDAY 14 DECEMBER 

 
 

https://tinyurl.com/y7o425n6
https://tinyurl.com/y7o425n6


Next week’s artist of the week is Mitch Meeking of 
FLA. His work is a representation of the story of 
the Three Little Pigs and their houses of straw, 
sticks and bricks. He used raffia, match sticks and 
coloured papers to collage the work and he has 
drawn in the pigs and the wolf with textas. 
Well done Mitch! 
 
Jennifer Hortin & Lisa Trevorrow 

Year 4 Bike Ed Program 
Over the last two weeks, our Year 4 students have been taking part in a Bike Education program during their allocated PE time on 
a Tuesday. It has been fantastic seeing so many students on their bikes and enjoying riding. Week 1 of the program we focused 
on bike safety and ensuring that all bikes were in proper working order. This week the students got into the habit of checking 
their own bikes before riding and then developed some skills including braking, straight line riding and scanning. Next week stu-
dents will do more circuit skills development (slow riding, corners and straight-line riding) and will practice riding with their 
school bags on. 
 
As part of the Safe to School Program, we are hoping that as students develop more confidence in their riding abilities that more 
will ride their bikes to school as it’s an environmentally friendly way of travelling to and from school and of course an excellent 
form of physical activity. 
 
A huge thank-you to Aaron Lemin who works at The Ride Cycles (1351 Burke Road, Kew East 3102) for giving up some of his time 
and assisting myself with all the bike checks on the first session. I would also like to thank Teresa Everett, Olga Morris and  
Caroline Reynolds for giving up some of their time and assisting with the program. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regional Hot Shots Tennis 
Congratulations to our Boys Hot Shots Tennis Team who competed at the Eastern Region Hot Shots Tennis Competition at 
Notting Hill/Pinewood Tennis Club on Wednesday 15th November. The boys played extremely well and finished 5th overall. 
Thanks to Miss Kelly for coaching the team and to the parents for transporting their children to and from the venue. 
 
 

Swimming Program 
A reminder that our whole school swimming program starts on Monday 4th December. We are still 
looking for a number of parent helpers to accompany our Year 1 – 6 students on the bus for their 
program at Boroondara Sports Complex in order to comply with the 1 adult to 20 student bus ratio 
we must follow. If you are able to assist on any day during the program, please email me at 
batt.cameron.d@edumail.vic.gov.au.  

mailto:batt.cameron.d@edumail.vic.gov.au


Thank you to  those who have put themselves forward to help.  There are many days still left to fill; please complete the Canteen Help-
ers form if you can help.  If you feel you cannot commit to the canteen the whole day remember anytime you can help is appre-
ciated      If you are unable to work on your selected days, could you please let me know on 0419 506 318. 
Di Cleary, Canteen Manager 

 9—11am 11am—1pm 

Monday 27 November Wendy Smith Help Needed 

Tuesday 28 November Help Needed Help Needed 

Wednesday 29 November Help Needed Help Needed 

Thursday 30 November Help Needed Help Needed 

Friday 01 December Help Needed Help Needed 

Monday 04 December Help Needed Help Needed 

Tuesday 05 December Help Needed Help Needed 

Wednesday 06 December Allie Smith Help Needed 

Thursday 07 December Help Needed Help Needed 

Friday 08 December Help Needed Help Needed 

 
ICECREAM FRIDAY IS BACK!! 

 From 10 November to 15 December 

 Every Friday 

 3.15—3.45pm 

 Volunteers required to assist with 
sales.  Please call Di if you can 
help—even if it’s just one Friday! 

 Bring your change—NO BIG 
NOTES PLEASE 



Do you love organising large scale events? Are 
you an event manager or a super organised 
parent (or set of friends) that would like to or-
ganise the 2018 BPPS FAIR!! We are keen to 
secure  a co-ordinator for the 2018 event. 
There is no denying this is big job but a re-
warding one. Estimated time commitment 
would be equivalent to 1 day per week for 6 
months. Our previous co-ordinators have very 
kindly streamlined a lot of the work, profor-
mas etc and Jacquie White is more than happy 
to offer guidance.  
Interested? Call 0418 357 937 (Kylie). 

Can you spare ~ 1 hour per month for BBPS Volunteers?  
How about BPPS Volunteer Event Liaison? 
You don't have to run the events / just make sure a coor -
dinator has been allocated. 
 
The Role involves: 
- Advertising for coordinator through BPPS Facebook page, 
BPPS newsletter and or Sentral  
- Email the event coordinator a "how to manual" explaining 
the event.  
- Check with the school that events date don’t clash and 
facilities are available 
- Update BPPS Volunteers group meeting on event status 
(by email or in person) 
 
Phone / Email based role. Interested? Contact Kylie 0418 
357 937. 

Can you help out with school uniform sales at the new Foundation 
student Transition Days? 
 
1:00pm - 1:30pm Wed 29th Nov 
1:00pm - 1:30pm Wed 6th Dec 
 
This is a really busy session for one person to manage and Julie Dussin 
would love some assistance on the day.  
 
Help also needed on Whole school transition day 
8:45-10:30 12th December 
 
If you can help please contact Julie via school reception. 



Christmas Giving Tree in Office Foyer!  
As Christmas approaches there are many needy families in the community who are not able to en-
joy the special privileges and treats of the Christmas season. 
 
Each year we ask our school families to donate food or new toys to be given to the Salvation Army 
Christmas Appeal. If you would like to donate an item please place your new unwrapped gifts un-
der the Giving Tree (in the office foyer) before collection  on Friday 8th December   
(See some suggestions for gifts below ) 
Thanks for your support! 

WANTED! 
SCHOOL BANKING 

VOLUNTEERS  
2018 

 
 Meet new people and make 

new friends! 
 
 The more the merrier! 
 
 Only takes an hour on a 

Tuesday morning (straight 
after drop-off)!  

 
 Please contact the office if 

you can help! 





The Department of Education and Training 
(DET) does not endorse the products or ser-
vices of any private advertiser.  No responsi-
bility is accepted by DET for accuracy of in-
formation contained in advertisements or 
claims made by them. 

 Balwyn High School Chaplaincy  

Second-Hand Uniform Shop opening times 

 
Normal Trading Hours   
Thursdays     3 - 4.30 pm 

 
Extended Trading Hours  

              Thursdays:  23 & 30 November   3 - 5.00pm 
                                  7 & 14 December   3 - 5.00pm 
 Tuesday:     12 December (Orientation Day)  3 - 5.00pm 
 
     Final Day for 2017   

Thursday 14 December                3 - 5.00pm 
 
              First Openings in 2018  

Monday 29 January            12.00 - 2.00pm 
               Tuesday 30 January            12.00 - 2.00pm 


