
Did you ask your child ‘What went well’? 
I wonder what your child’s response was if you were able to ask them ‘What went well?’ I hope that the question enabled you to get 
more detail about your child’s day.  
 
Another way to find out about your child’s day is to make a habit of sharing over dinner. Gratitude is an emotion expressing our ap-
preciation for what we have. Establishing an attitude of gratitude in your child can support them to be more optimistic. A simple ap-
proach to building gratitude can be to spend time over dinner with each member of the family sharing what they have been grateful 
for in their day. Through these conversations you will often find out lots more about your child’s day at school.  
 
School Council ElectionsA Victor ian government School Council is composed of parents, the pr incipal, staff and sometimes 
includes community members. The school council assists in setting the educational policy of a school.  

To be a part of the council you don’t need any particular qualifications or experience – schools look for enthusiastic parents who want 
to help improve the learning outcomes for all students. 

Effective councils have a broad range of experience, skills and expertise. Face-to-face and online training is also available to help 
councillors develop the skills and knowledge for the job. Parents find their involvement satisfying and may also find that their chil-
dren feel a greater sense of belonging. 

Elections to School Council positions are completed by the end of March each year. Annually half of the Council will finish in their 
position - they may choose to renominate or they may choose to encourage others to take up the role. All parents or guardians of stu-
dents enrolled at the school are eligible to vote for candidates wanting to participate on the School Council. This week we have called 
for nominations for School Council - notifications were sent out via Sentral and there are posters around the school.  

Nominations opened on Monday February 12th for four parent vacancies and two Department vacancies on our School Council.  If 
you are an enthusiastic parent interested in getting more involved and having a say in what our school is doing, or know someone who 
is, we would love to hear from you. We are looking for people who are committed to improving the educational outcomes for all our 
students. Nominations should be collected from the office and returned to the school by Monday February 19th at 4pm. 

For more information about School Councils follow the link to the Department website - 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/community/Pages/schoolcouncils.aspx  

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

  No 02 16 February 2018  

 

 boroondara.park.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 www.bpark.vic.edu.au 

Tel    9857 5157 
Fax   9857 6794   

DIARY DATES 
 

Friday 16 February 2nd Hand Uniform Stall 3pm outside Hall 
Monday 19 February Close of School Council nominations 
Wednesday 21 February School Council Meeting 7.30pm Staffroom 
Thursday 22 February Team 3/4 The Colonial Show incursion 
Thursday 22 February Care, Learn & Share groups commence 
Monday 26 February District Swimming 
Thursday 01 March Assembly in the Stadium 2.50pm 
Monday 05 March Foundation students start F/T this week 
Monday 05 March Team 3/4 Aborigine for a Day (at school) 
Tuesday 06 March Division Swimming 
Friday 09 March  Walkathon at school 1.50—3.30pm 
Monday 12 March Labour Day public holiday—SCHOOL CLOSED 
Tues 13—Fri 16 March Grade 6 Camp @ Waratah Bay 
Thursday 15 March Assembly in the Stadium 2.50pm 
Tuesday 20 March School Photos 
Thursday 29 March Last day Term 1 (2.30pm dismissal) 
Monday 16 April  Pupil Free Day—NO STUDENTS AT SCHOOL 
Tuesday 17 April  Term 2 first day for all students 

SECOND HAND UNIFORM STALL 
TODAY 

 
3PM OUTSIDE HALL 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/community/Pages/schoolcouncils.aspx


 

For more information on what's involved, see:  

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/involve/Pages/parent.aspx 

 

Professional Practice Days 
This week I sent a letter via Sentral to all families informing you about Professional Practice Days. I noted that improving teacher 
effectiveness is fundamental to improving student learning. Teachers learn from and with colleagues when they work together to fo-
cus on the evidence-based practices known to impact on student outcomes. Teachers also learn when they have the time to plan and 
prepare their pedagogical activities and support each other to reflect on and inform their individual teaching practice.  
 
I have included a flier from the Department about Professional Practice Days with this newsletter.  
 
Dates to remember this year 
This is a reminder that we have Pupil Free Days planned throughout this year. The following dates should be marked in family calen-
dars -   

 April 16th (the first day of Term 2) which will be a reporting to parent day 

 June 8th (Friday before the Queen’s Birthday long weekend) staff will focus on High Impact Teaching Strategies and Digital 
Learning 

 
Student absence 
Our school, like many others has been concerned with student absence. For our school this is of particular concern as the Department 
has pointed it out as an area requiring significant improvement. It is important that your child attends school daily and that they are 
on time. The instructions at the start of the day set the tone and assist students to get started with their learning day. Missing that first 
ten minutes can mean transition into the classroom can be difficult for some. We ask that all families make an effort to be on time 
each day. At 8.45am our Year 3-6 students bring their iPad into the classroom; the music at 8.55am is our signal to come in and start 
to prepare for the day. Thank you for your support with getting your child to school on time.  
 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/involve/Pages/parent.aspx


NEWSLETTER DATES TERM 1 2018 
 

The Boroondara Park Press is published fortnightly during school terms and emailed to school families 
through the Sentral portal.  It is also available on the BPPS website. 

 
Friday 02 March 
Friday 16 March 

 
Newsletter deadline is Wednesday 1pm in the week of publication 

Walkathon 
Another reminder about the Walkathon which will be held on Friday March 9th from 1.50-3.30 p.m. (the starting time will be con-
firmed before the event).  Notes and sponsorship forms were sent out via Sentral this week.  
 
Child Safe Standards 
The Child Safe Standards ensure that we provide a safe environment for our students. Our commitment to the Standards is evident in 
many of the practices, policies and procedures around our school. Many policies can be found on our website.  
 
As adults we all play a critical role to protect children from harm.  
 
As a parent or carer you have the primary responsibility for protecting and caring for your own children and supporting them to build 
relationships that are safe and respectful. 
 
You also play a critical role in identifying and responding to suspected abuse within the community. In fact it may amount to a crimi-
nal offence if you fail to report suspected sexual child abuse.  
 
What can I do to help educate and protect my child from abuse? 
Have a chat to your child and make sure that he or she knows that no one is allowed to threaten, hurt or touch them in a way that 
makes them feel uncomfortable. 
 
Every relationship should be respectful and no one should behave in a way that makes them feel unsafe or afraid. 
 
Our school will also be supporting your child in learning about their rights to be safe and respected. Victorian government schools are 
teaching the Respectful Relationships program which promotes positive attitudes and behaviours and is aimed at preventing family 
violence.  
 
What should I talk about when I explain safety to my child? 
There are some things you can do at home to build your child’s understanding of safe and respectful relationships including: 

 talking openly with your child about their feelings and relationships 

 being sure that they understand you will listen and act if they are concerned about how anyone is treating them 

 using the correct names for body parts and having age-appropriate  conversations about touching and sexual activity 

 letting your child know that adults should never harm or act in a sexual way with any child. 

How must schools respond to suspected child abuse? 
All staff in Victorian schools are obligated to respond to any incident or suspicion of child abuse as outlined below: 

1.      Respond to the emergency 
  Address any immediate health and safety needs (eg. administer first aid or contact emergency services).  
2.      Inform authorities 
  Report any reasonable belief that a child has been, or is at risk of being abused to the DHHS Child Protection or 
  Victoria Police. 
3.         Contact parents/carers when appropriate 
  Contact parents/carers once authorities advise that it is safe and appropriate to do so. 
  Ideally parents/carers will play a central role in providing support for their children, however schools will be 
  instructed not to contact parents/carers in circumstances where this may impede an investigation or place the child 
  at greater risk. 
 4.     Provide ongoing support for all children impacted by the abuse 
  Provide appropriate support for all children impacted by abuse. This will likely include ongoing counselling from 
  professionals. The child’s ongoing support will be documented in a Student Support Plan. 
 
 

These actions are outlined in further detail in Identifying and Responding to All Forms of Abuse in Victorian Schools which can be 

found on the Department website - http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/protect/Pages/childsafestandards.aspx  

 
Have a great weekend. 
 
Susanne Lowe 
Principal 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/protect/Pages/childsafestandards.aspx




Friday March 9
th 

 
Sponsorship forms sent home today.  

Start collecting sponsors now.  

Money raised goes towards the oval project.  



Hi everyone, and welcome back to Art at Boroonda-
ra Park! 
I hope you all found time during the holidays to 
practise your creativity or to visit a gallery or exhi-
bition to view someone else’s. Triennial is still on at 
the NGV and is definitely worth visiting. Many of 
the art works are interactive and will really engage 
and stimulate your imagination. It is absolutely 
suitable for children, and it’s free! 
 
Meanwhile…. 
Our first Artist of the Week for 2018 is An McCallum of FKJ. 
During her first ever art lesson at Boroondara Park An drew an underwater scene us-
ing wax crayons. She then completed the work with a blue food due wash. 
Well done An!  
 
Our next artist of the week is Nethush Vithanage of 
4BM with his very carefully produced “map” of Bo-
roondara Park inspired by the Papunya School of 
Aboriginal Art. Team 3/4 children were encouraged 
to employ the technique of dot painting to represent 
their community. Nethush is new to our school this 
year, and it is wonderful that he was able to create 
such a great art work. We hope it speaks of the close 
connection he and his family will grow to have with 
our great school! Well done Nethush! 
 
Jennifer Hortin & Lisa Trevorrow 



Thank you to  those who have put themselves forward to help.  There are many days still left to fill; please complete the Canteen Help-
ers form if you can help.  If you feel you cannot commit to the canteen the whole day remember anytime you can help is appre-
ciated      If you are unable to work on your selected days, could you please let me know on 0419 506 318. 
Di Cleary, Canteen Manager 

 9—11am 11am—1pm 

Monday 19 February Lisa Di Censo Help Needed 

Tuesday 20 February Help Needed Evelyn Li 

Wednesday 21 February Help Needed Help Needed 

Thursday 22 February Help Needed Help Needed 

Friday 23 February Diane Gabriel Help Needed 

Monday 26 February Allie Smith, “no name” Help Needed 

Tuesday 27 February Help Needed Help Needed 

Wednesday 28 February Help Needed Help Needed 

Thursday 01 March Help Needed Help Needed 

Friday 02 March Help Needed Help Needed 

 

ICE CREAM FRIDAYS 
Term 1 

3.15—3.45pm 
 

 The Canteen will be open for 
Ice Cream sales each Friday 
until the end of Term 1  

 



 2017 BPPS YEAR BOOK 
 

Did you miss out on a copy of the 2017 BPPS Year Book? 
 

If so, there are still copies available from the office 
 

$25 each 



ST BEDE’S SACRAMENT PROGRAM 2018 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be celebrated at St Bede’s Tuesday March 20 at 
7.30pm  
Catechist classes for children not attending the parish school will be held over four 
Mondays commencing on Wednesday February 21.  Classes commence at 4pm and 
are held at St Bede’s in the Jarrow Room. 
 

Commitment Masses for this Sacrament and the Sacrament of First Eucharist will be 
held at all Parish Masses over the weekend of February 17 & 18.  A Parent evening is 
scheduled for Tuesday February 27 at 7.30pm. 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation must be completed before the Sacrament of First 
Eucharist.  Both Sacraments are usually celebrated in Grade 3. Enrolments should be 
made through the Parish Office at least a week before classes begin. 
Phone: 9859 2272 OR Email: balwynnorthkeweast@cam.org.au 
Other dates for 2018 
FIRST EUCHARIST 

All Mass Times over the weekends of May 26/27 and June 2/3 

Classes commence Wednesday May 2 
CONFIRMATION 

Sunday September 9 at 11am or 2.30pm 

Classes commence Wednesday August 8 



The Department of Education and Training 
(DET) does not endorse the products or ser-
vices of any private advertiser.  No responsi-
bility is accepted by DET for accuracy of in-
formation contained in advertisements or 
claims made by them. 

ACTIVITIES AT BPPS TERM 1 
 

The following organisations are offering privately paid 
sports activities at BPPS during term 3: 
 
SPORTY STARS—Basketball, Soccer & Dance 
 
TENNIS IN STAGES 
 
KELLY SPORTS—Super Soccer Fun, Basketball &  
Super Summer Sport 
 
 
All activities are held at the school at various times and 
days.  Please refer to information flyers that have gone 
recently 






