
Hello everyone 

It’s been another incredibly busy week with so much happening within and outside of the classrooms. If we keep going at this rate, 

we’ll all be exhausted before the end of October! That won’t be the case of course – we know 4th term is always hectic so we brace our-

selves and pace ourselves so that we make it to the finish line. 

 

Mia Alexander and Nicole Denipitiya had the honour of delivering our first ever Acknowledgement of Country at Monday’s Assem-

bly. From now on our School Captains will perform this function, but we thought it appropriate for Mia and Nicole to do it first as, 

along with Remi Steen and Vishni Attanayake, these Grade 4 girls had proposed the idea and then saw it through to fruition after lots 

of hard work. Thank you girls. Lisa Ong blew the audience away with her wonderful playing (keyboard) and singing of See You Again 

and the Violin Ensemble, led by Rosemary Walsh, played Canon in D and The Hundred Pipers extremely well. Remi Steen featured 

again when, along with Ashleigh Frost, they were applauded for their fine work as Artists of the Week. Our Walk/Wheel winners were 

6NK, weekly House competition winners Killara and the children were reminded that they need to wear hats outside during 4th term. 

We acknowledged the 41 children who had received Credits in the ICAS English Competition and presented Distinction Certificates 

to the following high achievers: Isaac Huynh, Peri Kay-Kneebone, Christina Koutsioufitis, Junn Siah, Linda Chen, Mia Alexan-

der, Remi Steen, Nicole Meng, Mia Kagiaros, Leon Zhang, James Del Papa, Angelina Liu, Chloe Plant, Henry Smith, Carl Lu, 

Mimi Dassanayake and Philip Wing-Shing. We then celebrated with Eleanor Seery, Andrew Zhu and Max Leonidis who received 

the outstanding result of High Distinctions. Special congratulations to those three students and congratulations to all those who partici-

pated and performed so well. 

 

The week of sporting involvement commenced last Thursday when the 3/4 Boys’ Hooptime Basketball Team won the Regional 

Event; a fantastic performance which qualifies them for the State Finals. Great effort boys!  On Friday our Grade 4 Boys’ Kanga 

Cricketers were also competition winners in the junior Ian Huntington Cup event. Well done! Our girls’ team also acquitted them-

selves well in the same competition. On Monday, the Boys’ Volleyball Team competed in the Division Finals. Their efforts were terrif-

ic and they were runners-up. A similar outcome was achieved by our Girls’ Softball Team on Tuesday – another great effort saw a 

runners-up result at the Division level. Congratulations to both of these teams on their fine performances throughout the year. Our 

Boys’ Basketball Team went one better on Wednesday, winning the Division Championship. The boys will now progress to the Re-

gional Finals. Great work! Thanks are extended to all the parents who made time to assist with coaching, scoring, transport and barrack-

ing! At the time of newsletter publication last week we were unaware that our Boys 11 4 x 100 Relay Team had also qualified for the 

Regional Championships. So we add the names of Will Casey, Kynan Brown, Bailey Milligan and Jasper Kay-Kneebone to those 

mentioned last week and wait to hear how they all performed today. 

 

Maths has been the focus of teacher professional development this week. We were once again privileged to have Michael Ymer 

working in the classrooms with the teachers observing. It’s one thing to be presented with theories as to how to effectively teach, but it 

is far more powerful to see best practice in action. All teachers had the opportunity to watch Michael doing what he does best. We also 

had the honour of a visit from another Maths guru, Charles Lovitt. Charles ran a very hands-on 2 hour session on Tuesday after school 

which had all teachers engaged from the outset. Charles has compiled an extensive list of open-ended Maths challenges suitable for all 

Maths ability levels. The point of entry into the activity can be varied according to the children’s prior knowledge and, as Charles reiter-

ated, every Maths challenge creates a new Maths challenge so the more capable mathematicians can continue to be stretched.  

 

Thirty-seven days until the Fair! This week you should have received (via the Sentral Portal) a request for volunteers. Please give 

serious consideration to putting your name forward as either a coordinator of an activity or as an assistant. Jacquie and Bek have gone 

to great lengths this year to avoid demanding too much of members of the school community in the early stages of preparation. Howev-

er, now is the time we need YOU to make a commitment to make this year’s event the biggest and best ever. There is nothing better 
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DIARY DATES 
Friday 14 October BPPS Fair Casual Clothes Day (see inside for details) 

Friday 14 October Team 3/4 Monash Uni Workshops 

Friday 14 October Grade 1 BBQ 4.30—6pm 

Friday 14 October Grade 2 Sleepover 7pm—8am (Saturday) 

Monday 17 October Team 3/4 Monash Uni Workshops 

Monday 17 October Hooptime Finals (Boys 5/6 All Stars) 

Monday 17 October Team 5/6 Scienceworks excursion 

Tuesday 18 October Team 3/4 Monash Uni Workshops 

Thursday 20 October Team 5/6 Scienceworks excursion 

Friday 21 October Green Day for Peace—wear Green! 

Friday 21 October State Racquetball Competition 

Friday 21 October Grade 5/6 Disco  

Wednesday 26 October Team 5/6 Monash Uni Science sessions 

Thursday 27 October Team 5/5 Monash Uni Science sessions 

Tuesday 1 November Melbourne Cup Public Holiday—School Closed 

Saturday 19 November SCHOOL FAIR 

CASUAL CLOTHES 

DAY TOMORROW 



than seeing the school community rally in support and work together for a common cause. The sense of community prevailing on 

Fair days has to be seen to be believed and we can guarantee you will be proud to part of it.  

 

Tomorrow’s Free Dress Day is in aid of the Fair. Rather than a gold coin donation, the children are asked to bring goods that will 

contribute to the running of the Fair. A comprehensive list of suggestions has been sent home already. These donations can be taken 

directly to the Stadium foyer (note change of drop off point) where a group of volunteers will gratefully accept, then sort, your con-

tributions. 

 

To clarify the purchasing of Fair wristbands and tokens via TryBooking: 

 TryBooking is currently open to pre-purchase all-day ride wristbands and tokens 

 $1,859 has been generated through TryBooking so far. 

 TryBooking closes on 4 November 2016 – no pre-purchase will be available after this date.  

 Wristbands and tokens will be available for sale at the Fair from 2.30pm 

 Between 4 November and 18 November a team of BPPS volunteers we will be sorting and distributing pre-booked wristbands 

and tokens to families.  Orders will be placed in envelopes and sent home with the eldest child. 

 

There is great excitement in the Grade 1/2 area with the Yr 1 Dinner and Yr 2 sleepover happening tomorrow night. This event forms 

part of our Camping program as it prepares the children for being away from home and helps them learn how to get along with a 

large number of children gathered together and ‘living’ side by side. Please read the communications that have been sent home re-

garding times of arrival and collection, as it is most important that these times are adhered to.  

 

Eric Regester 

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

BIKE SHELTER 

 

On Tuesday our bike shelter was completed. It’s located on the outside wall of the library, holds 30 bikes and 

scooters and is a fantastic addition to our school. 

 

Over the past week I’ve been to each class to survey how many of our students own their own bike. At Boroondara 

Park 86% of our students do. Of these 20% own a bike lock. I also took a straw poll on the average number of days 

these students ride either a bike or scooter to school. The figures were: 1 day a week – 7%, 2 days – 19%, 3 days – 

31%, 4 days – 23 % and finally five days a week at 58%. 

 

During the past couple of months we have been logging our active travel through the Ride2School Hands Up website. The following is 

a summary of the data. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As you can see we’re sitting around the 50% mark of students who walk, ride or scoot to school and this is on a day when it is our fo-

cus. The figures are lower on other days. This month is Walktober. Each class has a tally sheet in their classroom which the students 

mark each day they walk. http://www.walktober.org.au   

 

We have a great focus on being fit through a comprehensive physical education and sport program. Given our focus on being active 

why are our numbers so low when it comes to active travel? We know the reasons why many of our students are driven to school. BPPS 

isn’t the closest school, many parents work etc. 

 

 

http://www.walktober.org.au


A program we’re investigating for 2017 is Bike Education. Our target audience could be our Grade 4 students. The area around our 

school is quite hilly and the students require a level of competency when riding. Later in the term our PE teacher, Cameron Batt 

will be undertaking the training as well as visiting a school in our neighborhood which runs an excellent program. We feel that the 

more confidence our students have on their bikes, the more likely they will be to ride to school.  A reminder that it is legal for chil-

dren under the age of 12 to ride on the footpaths. https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/safety-and-road-rules/road-safety-education/

primary-schools/bike-ed  

 

STUDENT LEADERS VISIT TO THE CITY OF BOROONDARA 

 

Last term you may remember we hosted Jim Parke, Mayor of the City of Boroondara as our 

Principal for a day. When Jim came to BPPS among a number of students and teachers he met 

with he responded to questions from our student leaders. 

On Monday we had the opportunity for Jim to offer a return visit to these students.  

 

The student leaders were presented with a civic education session where the following areas 

were addressed: 

 

 Boroondara suburbs  

 Fun facts 

 Levels of government  

 Examples of what Council does  

 Youth Services, and the 

 Council structure  

 
Before we left for Council I gave the students two tasks. The first was to note the different types of work Council does and second-

ly what the essential skills required for these roles required. These were their responses. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who knows, perhaps one of our students could be sitting in the ‘big chair’ at Council in a few years’ time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Randal Symons  

Work Skills Student’s Name 

council meetings, discussions, manag-

ing the money they collect, fixing the 

community and rubbish collection. 

respect others, listen to others ideas, 

have patience, try to make a difference 

and have good communication skills 

Kody D 

help the community make decisions 

and to have an interest in helping the 

community, garbage collectors, youth 

workers and sweep cleaners 

communication, patience, respect, 

willingness, and an interest in commu-

nity 

Emily L 

Make decisions on what should be 

done in the Council, 

Good communication, a willingness to 

help, respect and care for the commu-

nity 

Steph S 

Town planning, youth services manag-

er, 

organisation, efficiency and communi-

cate well 

Thomai G 

Executive manager, Senior Chief ex-

ecutive, Accountants, Manager of gov-

ernance, Psychologist, Town planning 

student, Doctor- medical practitioner, 

Journalist, Lawyer, Engineer 

The skills you need is patience, re-

spect, listening skills, understanding, 

stand up and say that behaviour isn't 

appropriate- saying if they need to 

follow the rules - Mayor qualities. 

Maryam A 

https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/safety-and-road-rules/road-safety-education/primary-schools/bike-ed
https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/safety-and-road-rules/road-safety-education/primary-schools/bike-ed


Thank you to  those who have put themselves forward to help.  There are many days still left to fill; please complete the Canteen 

Helpers form if you can help.  If you feel you cannot commit to the canteen the whole day remember anytime you can help is 

appreciated      If you are unable to work on your selected days, could you please let me know on 0419 506 318. 

 

Di Cleary, Canteen Manager 

 9—11am 11am—1pm 

Friday 14 October Help Needed Help Needed 

Monday 17 October Help Needed Help Needed 

Tuesday 18 October Help Needed Help Needed 

Wednesday 19 October Rebecca McMenamin Tanya Adamson 

Thursday 20 October Help Needed Help Needed 

Friday 21 October Help Needed Help Needed 

Monday 24 October Help Needed Help Needed 

Tuesday 25 October Help Needed Help Needed 

Wednesday 26 October Help Needed Help Needed 

Thursday 27 October Help Needed Help Needed 

Friday 28 October Moni Schelbach Steph Louey 



Congratulations to Katerina Loutas of 6CR, who is next 
week’s artist of the week. Her work is a Ceramic Japanese 
Sweetbox. It was made last term and the focus was on build-
ing strong, neat joins, which Katerina’s clearly are. She has 
also inscribed clear Japanese characters on the lid and sides 
of her box. The box was glazed in the first week of term. This 
is always a CURIOUS experience, as it is impossible to tell 
how the colour will turn out from the unfired glaze. 
Well done Katerina! 
 
Chris Trollope & Jennifer Hortin 

REMEMBERANCE DAY  

POPPY APPEAL 
 

Poppies and wristbands available 

for sale at the school office. 



Thomas Woodman, Charlie Banias and 

Savina Vitinaros with Opal and eight eggs. 







FAIR REMINDERS: 

 casual clothes day TOMORROW (Friday).  Please bring do-

nations to the Stadium from 8.30am onwards (see flyer below) 

 All raffle books (sold or unsold) and money must be returned 

by TOMORROW (Friday).  No tickets can be received after 

this day. 





EUREKA!!! 

 
On Sunday November 13th  four of Boroondara Park’s teachers will form a team to together climb to the top of Australia’s tall-

est building, the Eureka Tower here in Melbourne.  That’s 88 floors, 1642 stairs all the way to the top of the Eureka Skydeck. 
We will be doing this both to test our own fitness, but more importantly to raise funds for two very special charities, Whitelion 

and Interplast.   Who are these teachers? you ask. Well, there’s Mrs Hortin who has raced the Eureka Climb three times in the 

past as an individual, and who has this year persuaded Miss Fava, who recently completed the Stadium Stomp, Mr Longmuir 

and Miss Amiconi to join her. We are all of us fitness enthusiasts, but we also think the organisations we are fundraising for 

are pretty special. 

 
Whitelion 

Whitelion supports young people at risk to reach their full potential.  They are a not-for-profit organisation that for more than 
13 years have been opening doors to opportunities, relationships and community for at risk young people aged 10 to 24.   The 
young people that Whitelion work with have seldom had positive influences in their lives, and are often victims of abuse and 
neglect. Many come from backgrounds that are characterised by multi-generational disadvantage, unemployment, substance 
use and offending behaviour.   

For more information visit www.whitelion.org.au 
 
Interplast 

Interplast exists to repair bodies and rebuild lives. They are a not-for-profit organisation working to improve the lives of peo-
ple in our neighbouring developing countries who are disabled as a result of congenital or acquired medical conditions. They 
do this by sending Australian and New Zealand volunteer plastic and reconstructive surgeons, anaesthetists, nurses and allied 
health professionals to the Asia Pacific region to provide free surgical treatment for patients who would otherwise not be able 
to afford access to such services. They focus heavily on facilitating medical training and mentoring for their in-country medical 
staff by supporting and building capacity within local health services. 

For more information visit www.interplast.org.au 
 
You can support us and these worthy organisations by sponsoring us through the follow-
ing link: 
https://giving.pleezpay.com/au/Hz19/2ji4mg/boroondarapark-uaIi 
 
Sincere thanks, 
Mrs Hortin, Miss Fava, Mr Longmuir and Miss Amiconi 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s a long way to the top…. 

http://www.whitelion.org.au/
http://www.interplast.org.au/
https://giving.pleezpay.com/au/Hz19/2ji4mg/boroondarapark-uaIi


The Department of Education and Training 

(DET) does not endorse the products or ser-

vices of any private advertiser.  No responsi-

bility is accepted by DET for accuracy of in-

formation contained in advertisements or 

claims made by them. 


