
Dear Parents/Carers and Friends of BPPS 
This week we welcomed back Jane Woodman after her 6-week experience in India and Nepal. Jane had a wonderful time and it’s 
great to have her back. Please see Jane’s piece further on in the newsletter. 
 
Once again I’d like to thank Claire Brennan for her two-week period as Acting Assistant Principal and then for the past two weeks, 
Monica Lindau, who performed the same duties. During this time Claire and Monica supported the school very well and developed a 
new set of skills as well as a greater understanding of the principal class role.  
 
In the next couple of weeks you will receive documentation on the Parent Payments process for the 2018 school year. This will come 
to you via email with a follow up hard copy of the payment page. I would like to thank the Finance Committee, School Council and 
our Business Manager, Kelly Lloyd-Vanni for the considered thought and time which has gone into this process. 
 
At last week’s assembly we were once again the audience to two great performances. The first was Lauren L (5HF) who performed 
‘The River Runs With You’ on the keyboard. Following Lauren was the BPPS Rock Band who, as always, provided great entertain-
ment, with their performance of ‘The Eye of the Tiger’. CLaS awards were presented to Michael R (6CM) and Eleanor K (4TL).  

Our group of chess players were presented with awards and we also recognised Jesse Z (6CM), 
Yianni A (6NK), William L (6CM), Vrishin G (6CM) and Dan S (6CM) who attended the Victorian 
State Chess Championship Finals at Balwyn North Primary School. We’re very proud to say that 
our five students performed particularly well coming 7th in the state – what an achievement! 
 
 

 

 

The JSC’s fundraiser for this term was the Green Day for Peace initiative. BPPS students donated $432.80 to this project. If you’d 
like to learn more about the program which was launched at our school in 2016 you might like to visit http://

www.globalgardensofpeace.org/green-day-for-peace/  

In following up to our school’s commitment to the environment, we remind parents of our aim for students to bring ‘Rubbish Free 
Lunches’ to school. If the students have wrappings/packaging in their lunches, these are to go home with them. For many of our early 

years parents this isn’t new. Most pre-schools expect that food arrive unpackaged.  

A reminder that all requests regarding class placements (as per my email sent on the 17 October), are due today. I will be unable to 
accept correspondence after this date, as we will have begun our class formation processes. 

Thanks to the parents who attended last week’s evening with Andrew Fuller. Andrew is internationally renowned so we were quite 

disappointed with the number who attended the evening. 120 people had RSVPd and we estimated that less than half this number 
attended. Having said this, I’d like to thank the people who contacted the school to let us know they were unable to attend. This ena-

bled us to reallocate their tickets. This event was subsidised through a grant we applied for earlier in the year. Monica Lindau, who 
coordinated the event, has sent an email to all who were in attendance asking for feedback on the evening. Monica will report on this 
in the coming weeks. 

Our Grade 6 student leaders have begun the process of ‘Passing the Baton’. This involves working with Jason Mulder to prepare the 
sessions they will run with this year’s Grade 5 students. It’s a very exciting time for our Year 5 students as they think about and then 
prepare speeches to be considered as a leader in 2018.  
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DIARY DATES 
Wednesday 15 November School Council 7.30pm Staffroom 
Friday 17 November Foundation Fairy Tale Fiasco at school 
Tuesday 21 November Foundation 2018 Transition Parent Info Evening 7pm 
Wed 22—Fri 24 Nov Team 3/4 Motion Workshops 
Thursday 23 November Grade 1 BBQ at school 4.30—6.30pm 
Saturday 25 November Parent Trivia Night 
Tuesday 28 November BPPS Volunteers 7pm Staffroom 
Wednesday 29 November Foundation 2018 Transition 2.15—3.15pm 
Monday 04 December Swimming Program commences 
Wednesday 06 December Foundation 2018 Transition 2.15—3.15pm 
Tuesday 12 December Whole School 2018 Transition Day 
Tuesday 12 December Foundation 2018 Transition 10am—2pm 
Thursday 14 December Carols Evening 7.15—9.30pm 
Wednesday 20 December Grade 6 Graduation 
Friday 22 December Last day Term 4—1.30pm dismissal 

http://www.globalgardensofpeace.org/green-day-for-peace/
http://www.globalgardensofpeace.org/green-day-for-peace/


On Wednesday night, 22 staff members undertook their CPR training. We are so fortunate to have so many people undertake this 
training, as there is no requirement for them to do so. Once again it demonstrates our staff’s commitment to the wellbeing of all stu-

dents under our care. Added to this, all staff are trained in anaphylaxis and asthma along with a number of online training sessions 
related to the protection of children, OH&S and more. 

Although tickets are selling fast, there are still some tickets left for the ‘80’s Trivia Night’. A reminder that the event is on the 25 

November. The cost of the night is $45 a head. For bookings please go to www.trybookings.com/327710 

Have a great weekend everyone 
 
Randal Symons 
Acting Principal 
 
The 2017 Earn & Learn program has now come to an end. Thank you to all members of our community who col-
lected stickers and donated them to Boroondara Park P.S. Special thanks to Zafi Kafkoulos who counted the to-
kens and kept the box in the foyer emptied.  Through the program, we have been able to order three Dash Robots.  
Dash is a real robot that responds to voice, navigates around objects, dances and sings. Through the use of various 
Apps, students will be able to create code and program Dash to complete various commands.  The use of the Dash 
Robots will complement the school’s Digital Technologies and Mathematics program in Team 3-4.  
 
Emma Chiera 
Acting Assistant Principal 
 
Reflections on Nepal and India by Jane Woodman, Assistant Principal 
It was lovely to be welcomed back by friendly children and staff on Wednesday. Thank you to Monica Lindau and Claire Brennan 
who assumed my role during my leave and ensured programs continued. 
 
Our experiences in Nepal and India were rich, fulfilling and thought provoking. Both countries are inspiring. Although, culturally 
quite different, the fundamentals of family, festivals and the value of education were clearly evident in both countries.  
 
I observed that babies rarely cried. They were always closely held by one member of the extended family. The practicalities of this 
meant that often work in the kitchen, at the bazaar or in the fields was carried out with the baby either observing or carried on the 
back. The children were involved with daily life from birth ensuring that the long-held traditions and skills were carried on from one 
generation to the next.  It seemed to make for very contented and secure children despite the safety risks at times.  
 
Everyday seemed to be a festival day. I’m not sure if it was just the time of the year with Diwali but celebrations were aplenty. They 
were colourful, predictable, fun and family oriented. Public processions with music, singing, chanting and dancing were daily scenes 
on the streets. A mixture of religions seemed to integrate the dedicated events into community affairs. Often the gifts were simply 
visiting others, paying respect, decorating the house with marigold ropes or putting up a swing for the community to enjoy.  
 
I couldn’t help reflecting on schools and education. Both countries have very aspirational goals across many areas especially to im-
prove literacy levels, advance the use of ICT and make education more accessible to improve attendance. The remoteness and terrain 
of Nepal creates challenges but it amazed me how many schools there were in isolated places. This is challenging given that some 
children have to walk up to 2 hours to get to their nearest school. I visited a school in Nepal of 400 children, (incidentally had 20 
teachers) and there wasn’t any equipment outside except for a rather small volleyball court. The classrooms were bench seats and 
benches for working. One light in the classrooms was the only sign of an appliance. My reflections about this drifted to being grateful 
for the many wonderful aspects of our lives. I think back to positive psychology and by showing our appreciation for what we have 
and by expressing our gratitude daily helps to maintain wellbeing.  

 
 
 

Community swing built for the festival season Primary and Secondary school in  
Bahundanda, Nepal 

Every day is walk to school day 

School children playing human tug of war in their ‘street’ playground 

http://www.trybookings.com/327710


NEWSLETTER DATES TERM 4 
 

Friday 24 November 
Friday 08 December 

 

Newsletter deadline is  
Wednesday 1pm  

in the week of publication 
 

African Bowls 
This week’s Artist of the Week goes to a group of Grade 6 students.  
Congratulations to the following students from 6CM: Clio Ziskov, Amber Stanton, Ruby 
Slifkas, Archana Pereira, Lisa Ong and William Lin. 
These students made and decorated wonderful African inspired bowls using papier 
mache.  They created strong bowls with sturdy bases and then decorated them with an 
African Tribal theme.   
Well done the bowls look fantastic! 

Jennifer Hortin & Lisa Trevorrow 

Amber Stanton, Clio Ziskov and Archana Pereira  

Ruby Slifkas, William Lin and Lisa Ong  

CHESS REPORT 
 
On Wednesday the 8th of November, after coming 2nd in the State Semi Finals, the 
school chess team went into the Chess Victoria State Primary Open Final at North 
Balwyn PS. The team consisted of Yianni Andalis from 6NK, and Vrishin Gandhi, 
Jesse Zafirakos, Dan Stavretis and William Lin from 6CM. The team came 7th out 
of 24 schools!! We are proud of our achievement representing Boroondara Park, on 
a total score of 18.5. 
 

On Board 1, Jesse scored 4/7 
On Board 2, Yianni scored 3/7 
On Board 3, despite being sick, William scored 5/7 
On Board 4, Vrishin scored 2/7 
And on Board 5, Dan scored 4.5/7 
 

From the School Chess Team 



Thank you to  those who have put themselves forward to help.  There are many days still left to fill; please complete the Canteen Help-
ers form if you can help.  If you feel you cannot commit to the canteen the whole day remember anytime you can help is appre-
ciated      If you are unable to work on your selected days, could you please let me know on 0419 506 318. 
Di Cleary, Canteen Manager 

 9—11am 11am—1pm 

Monday 13 November Help Needed Help Needed 

Tuesday 14 November Mary Georgiou Help Needed 

Wednesday 15 November Help Needed Help Needed 

Thursday 16 November Rebecca 6KJ Daniela C 

Friday 17 November Help Needed Help Needed 

Monday 20 November Help Needed Help Needed 

Tuesday 21 November Sonya Dingle Help Needed 

Wednesday 22 November Help Needed Help Needed 

Thursday 23 November Help Needed Help Needed 

Friday 24 November Help Needed Help Needed 

A BIG THANK YOU to Melissa 
Macrae, Moni & Elizabeth Shelbach, 
Selina and Irene.  These wonderful ladies 
stepped in, at very short notice, to keep 
the canteen open on Thursday 2/11 when 
I had to leave.  I am so grateful for their 
help and support 
 

ICECREAM FRIDAY IS BACK!! 

 From 10 November to 15 December 

 Every Friday 

 3.15—3.45pm 

 Volunteers required to assist with 
sales.  Please call Di if you can 
help—even if it’s just one Friday! 

 Bring your change—NO BIG 
NOTES PLEASE 









SAT 25th NOVEMBER - Grab a 

ticket! This is the biggest 

BPPS Event on 2017 social  

calendar!  

 

Every year BPPS hold a major 

event. This year is a parent  

social extravaganza - ‘80’s  

trivia night!” 

 

$45/head for dinner and a  

professionally hosted Trivia 

Night with lots of surprises! 

Grab your eighties outfit and 

join other BPPS parents for a 

great night! 

 

Book Now ..... 

www.trybookings.com/327710  

http://www.trybookings.com/327710






The Department of Education and Training 
(DET) does not endorse the products or ser-
vices of any private advertiser.  No responsi-
bility is accepted by DET for accuracy of in-
formation contained in advertisements or 
claims made by them. 

 Balwyn High School Chaplaincy  

Second-Hand Uniform Shop opening times 

 
Normal Trading Hours   
Thursdays     3 - 4.30 pm 

 
Extended Trading Hours  

              Thursdays:  23 & 30 November   3 - 5.00pm 
                                  7 & 14 December   3 - 5.00pm 
 Tuesday:     12 December (Orientation Day)  3 - 5.00pm 
 
     Final Day for 2017   

Thursday 14 December                3 - 5.00pm 
 
              First Openings in 2018  

Monday 29 January            12.00 - 2.00pm 
               Tuesday 30 January            12.00 - 2.00pm 


