
Dear Parents/Carers and Friends of BPPS, 
 
This week, we were thrilled to hear the results of the Boroondara Literary Awards. Tiffany H (6SR) won the Junior Writers Award and 
Angelina L (6CM) received a highly commended. They are now "published authors" and we are excited for them.  
 
Earlier this year, we received a number of second hand but still in perfect condition, height adjustable desks. We now have all classrooms 
from Grade 1-6 with this flexible furniture. As a result we were able to donate a great number of tables to the North Balwyn Rotary. In all 
we have sent four shipments that have travelled to East Timor to furnish their schools. For the first time students will have tables and 
chairs to work at. We would like to thank Mike Dobson from Rotary and hope that we can share some photos of the classrooms in East 
Timor as a result of our donation. 
 
Last week we were thrilled to hear that our school had been selected to take part in the Mass Choir and Dance ensemble as part of the 
2018 Victorian State Schools Spectacular. Llaaneath Poor and Aleksis Payne will work with the mass choir while Sarah Quinn will lead  
the dance group. Sarah has been involved with the VSSS on two previous occasions. I have also been involved with the program on two 
separate occasions at a previous school. Apart from school time those selected will take part in practice sessions and then two full days 
rehearsal at Hisense Arena. This is followed by the performance itself that is presented at both a Matinee and evening session. The perfor-
mance takes place later in 2018. If you’d like to know more, this link may be of interest - http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/
pages/spectacular.aspx?Redirect=1   
 
I’d like to thank Cameron Batt for his organisational skills that has ensured a very smooth start to the nine day swimming program. This 
year has included all Grade 6s. To coordinate over 630 students, staff and parent helpers is not an easy task but Cameron has undertaken 
this role with great skill. Thanks Cameron. 
 
As mentioned in a previous newsletter, the Grade 1 students were involved in a very successful BBQ and disco. At the time I thanked the 
1/2 team for their efforts in providing a great afternoon and evening for our students. Following on from this the team would like to thank 
Dora Longmuir (donation plus cooking), Dick Reynolds, Ellen Kwong, Nancy Ishkan and Serah Ong for their help on the evening.   
 
At last week’s assembly - Constantine K (5CB) entertained us with the James Bond theme song on the keyboard. Con was followed by 
Lisa O (6CM) who played and sang ‘Scars to Your Beautiful’.  CLaS awards were presented to Shriya S (5HF) and Amalia P (3CG). 
There were many artists of the week whose work was on display. We also recognised the participation of both our boys and girls Battle-
ball teams at the Boroondara Sports Centre. The girls team were winners on the day. 
 
We’re looking forward to BPPS’s Graduation celebrations but not as much as our Grade 6 students. Speech writing, practicing dance 
moves, learning song lyrics and moves to the songs as well as organising their attire for the night are very much a focus. We look forward 
to seeing it all come together. I’d like to thank Nick King who is leading this program. 
 
For students attending government secondary schools the 12 December is Transition day, a day which provides an opportunity for them to 
attend their new school. BPPS takes advantage of this date to operate our own transition day, a day where our students spend the day in 
their 2018 classes. In 2018 we have 33 new students who will be joining us, they join our 77 new Foundation students. This represents 1/6 
of our school population. This is a significant number that makes the 12 December even more important. In advance I’d like to thank the 
teams for planning what will no doubt be a great day. I’d like to especially thank Claire Brennan who has coordinated the event. As well 
Claire has lead the Foundation Transition program which saw the second afternoon session take place on Wednesday.  
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DIARY DATES 
Friday 08 December OSH Basketball BBQ 3.30—4.30pm 
Monday 11 December Last day for donations to BPPS Giving Tree 
Monday 11 December Volunteers Thank You Afternoon Tea 3.30—4.15pm 
Tuesday 12 December Last day for Student Banking 2017 
Tuesday 12 December Years 1—6 2018 Transition Day 
Tuesday 12 December Foundation 2018 Transition 10am—2pm 
Tuesday 12 December Uniform Shop open 8.30—10.30am 
Wednesday 13 December Whole School Creativity Expo 3—3.45pm in Classrooms 
Wednesday 13 December School Council 7.30pm Staffroom 
Thursday 14 December Last day to make any payments at the Office 
Thursday 14 December Carols Evening 7.15—9.30pm 
Friday 15 December Swimming Program concludes 
Monday 18 December Foundation excursion to Art Factory 
Tuesday 19 December Student reports published  o Parent Portal 
Tuesday 19 December Grade 6 Movie Afternoon 
Wednesday 20 December Grades 3 & 4 Stories on the Hop incursion (Library) 
Wednesday 20 December Grade 6 Graduation Evening @ BPPS 
Thursday 21 December Grade 6 Picnic at Leigh Park 1—3.15pm 
Friday 22 December Last day 2017 Assembly @ 12.30 for 1.30pm dismissal 
Thursday 25 January Book Collection 9.30am—3pm (Uniforms 9am-12pm) 
Monday 29 January Book Collection 9.30am—3pm (Uniforms 9am-12pm) 
Tuesday 30 January All students commence Term 1 2018 

OSH BASKETBALL BBQ AND TROPHY 
PRESENTATION TODAY 3.30—4.30PM 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/pages/spectacular.aspx?Redirect=1
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/pages/spectacular.aspx?Redirect=1


Last week I sent a message to gather feedback from the parent community about their experiences with the Sentral Parent Portal and 
app. For the staff, Sentral is a wonderful tool that assists us with our work. The experience hasn’t been the same for parents. Last 
Friday, I met with representatives from Sentral who flew down to Melbourne to meet with us about our concerns. I used your feed-
back as well as what we already knew, to address a number of issues. We are pleased to say the team were extremely receptive to our 
concerns and ideas and are in the process of putting together an action plan with expected dates of delivery. In the short term we will 
move from Portal 1 to Portal 2. For this to take place the students portfolio pieces (Rich Assessment Tasks) have to be transferred. 
There are many suggestions we’ve made for Portal 2 and again we look forward to providing updates on this development.  
 
Can I remind everyone that our last assembly is on the 22 December from 12:30 p.m. in the Stadium. As well as a celebration of the 
year, it’s also our last chance to say farewell to this year’s graduates. Another thrilling part of the event is the presentation of our 
2018 school leaders. Please make sure this date is in your diary as it is such a great afternoon.  
 
Other important dates are the 11 Dec for our Parent Helper’s Afternoon Tea (3.30-4.15 p.m.), 13 Dec Whole School Creativity Expo, 
14 Dec Annual Christmas Carols Evening, 19 Dec reports and Rich Assessment Tasks published to the Parent Portal and the 20 Dec 
– Grade 6 Graduation. It’s a full two weeks of events and we look forward to sharing them with you. 
 
Finally I’d like to congratulate Jason Mulder on his appointment to Ringwood North Primary School. Jason has worked at Boroonda-
ra Park for 17 years. During this time he has taught throughout the school from Foundation to Year 5. For the past three years he has 
worked in the 5/6 area. During this time Jason’s lead many school sporting teams coaching various groups on to become state cham-
pions. Jason has also played a part in the development of our digital learning program. This year Jason has worked with the Grade 6 
student leaders and we have all seen the benefit of his efforts with the development of a wonderful group of leaders. At this stage the 
position is for 12 months so Jason will return to us in 2019. We wish Jason all the best for what will no doubt be a wonderful profes-
sional learning experience. 
 
Have a great weekend. 
 
Randal Symons 
Acting Principal 

CUT-OFF DATE FOR  PAYMENTS AT THE OFFICE 
 

PLEASE NOTE THAT NO PAYMENTS CAN BE ACCEPTED AT THE OFFICE 
AFTER THURSDAY 14 DECEMBER 

 

WANTED! 
SCHOOL BANKING VOLUNTEERS 2018 

 
 Meet new people and make new friends! 
 
 The more the merrier! 
 
 Only takes an hour on a Tuesday morning (straight after drop-off)!  
 
 Please contact the office if you can help! 

Thoughtful student reflections 
 
A few weeks ago in the newsletter I wrote my reflections about my trip to India and Nepal. Students in year one were invited 
to comment.  Here are some reflections: 
 
After reading Mrs Woodman’s experiences in India and about education, I feel very grateful for living in Australia and study-
ing at BPPS, which stands for Boroondara Park Primary School.  
 
First, I feel grateful for studying on the iPad. Secondly, I feel grateful for learning and practising reading strategies. Third, I 
feel grateful that there are two playgrounds. Next, I feel grateful about swimming in the Boroondara Recreation Centre in 
week 9 and 10. Lastly, I am grateful about the tables and chairs so we can sit and write on tables comfortably.  
Jay S 1RO 
 
I read what Mrs Woodman wrote in the newsletter about Nepal and India. First, I am grateful for having a safe playground and 
a nice and beautiful school and environment. Second, I am grateful for having a good and nice teacher who can teach me 
things like writing, maths and spelling. Third, I am grateful for having a short distance, not a long distance and that it is safe if 
I am walking to school.  
Karen 1RO 

Jane Woodman, Assistant Principal 



Congratulations to Ben Fellingham of 5CB for being the final artist 
of the week for 2017.  Ben created a fantastic ceramic mask inspired 
by American artist Kimmy Cantrell.  Ben demonstrated excellent 
clay skills including successfully joining clay and creating interest-
ing textures using clay tools.  After applying a black wash, Ben 
showed his creativity when painting his mask by using vibrant and 
contrasting colours. Fantastic work Ben. 
 
Jennifer Hortin & Lisa Trevorrow 

 

Swimming Program 
The BPPS Swimming Program has started very successfully this week with our Foundation stu-
dents developing their swimming skills at Aquarena and the Year 1 – 6s at Boroondara Sports 
Complex. Having spent the last week observing the program at BSC, we are very lucky to have 
such fantastic swimming instructors who are able to cater for all different levels of aquatic skills. 
 
A huge thank-you to all of the parents who have volunteered their time to make our program 
possible. I would also like to thank the teachers for being so flexible as there have been many 
timetable changes to cater for this fantastic and vitally important program. 
 

District Battleball Competition 
60 students from Years 5 and 6 competed in the District Battleball Competition at Boroondara 
Sports Complex on Friday 24th November. These students were selected after we held our own 
Battleball competition at school to determine who would be the members of our girl’s and boy’s 
team. 
 
Both teams played very well on the day. Our girls were undefeated throughout the day to finish 
District Champions whilst the boys fought bravely but lost in the semi-finals. Well done to both of 
our teams. 

NGV TRIENNIAL EXHIBITION 
 
Something to visit during the school holidays. And it’s free so you can go as often as you like for short 
visits – sometimes a good idea with small children. 
 
Featuring the work of over 100 artists and designers from 32 countries, the NGV Triennial surveys the 
world of art and design, across cultures, scales, geographies and perspectives. 
 
A free exhibition, the NGV Triennial is a celebration of contemporary art and design practice that travers-
es all four levels of NGV International, as well as offering a rich array of programs. 
 
The NGV Triennial explores cutting edge technologies, architecture, animation, performance, film, paint-
ing, drawing, fashion design, tapestry and sculpture. 
 
Visitors have an opportunity to look at the world and its past, present and future through the eyes of 
some of the most creative minds working today. 
 

FREE ENTRY 
NGV INTERNATIONAL 

GROUND LEVEL 
15 DEC 17 – 15 APR 18 



Thank you to  those who have put themselves forward to help.  There are many days still left to fill; please complete the Canteen Help-
ers form if you can help.  If you feel you cannot commit to the canteen the whole day remember anytime you can help is appre-
ciated      If you are unable to work on your selected days, could you please let me know on 0419 506 318. 
Di Cleary, Canteen Manager 

 9—11am 11am—1pm 

Monday 11 December Help Needed Help Needed 

Tuesday 12 December Jane Fellingham Help Needed 

Wednesday 13 December Help Needed Help Needed 

Thursday 14 December Help Needed Help Needed 

Friday 15 December Help Needed Help Needed 

Monday 18 December Help Needed Help Needed 

Tuesday 19 December Mary Georgiou Help Needed 

Wednesday 20 December Help Needed Help Needed 

Thursday 21 December Help Needed Help Needed 

Friday 22 December CANTEEN CLOSED CANTEEN CLOSED 

 

CAROLS NIGHT  
Thursday 14 December 

 

 The Canteen will be open for pur-
chases during the night.  No BIG 
notes please if possible 

 

 Pre-ordered Special Meal packs can 
be collected from the canteen from 
6.30onwards 

 

 Helpers on the night would be ap-
preciated no matter how short a 
time.  Contact Di if you can help. 



Congratulations to our winners in the Alliance Française Annual Poetry Competition 
 
Eleanor Smith 4CF, Juliet Sayers 3CG and Ben Reynolds 4TL  accepted their  cer tificates and pr izes for  their   first, second, 
and third  (respectively) placings in this  prestigious state-wide event with 15,000 entrants, 600 finalists, 5 from BPPS and 3 
placings out of these 5…WOW ! ) 
 
These students and their families attended the ceremony on Wednesday, November 15 at the St. Kilda Town Hall. 
 
A special congratulation to Eleanor Smith for presenting her poem, in French and with actions, to the audience on the night.  
 
A wonderful achievement for all three students! 
 
Bravo, bravo, bravo! 
 
Madame Higgins 



Do you love organising large scale events? Are 
you an event manager or a super organised 
parent (or set of friends) that would like to or-
ganise the 2018 BPPS FAIR!! We are keen to 
secure  a co-ordinator for the 2018 event. 
There is no denying this is big job but a re-
warding one. Estimated time commitment 
would be equivalent to 1 day per week for 6 
months. Our previous co-ordinators have very 
kindly streamlined a lot of the work, profor-
mas etc and Jacquie White is more than happy 
to offer guidance.  
Interested? Call 0418 357 937 (Kylie). 

Can you spare ~ 1 hour per month for BBPS Volunteers?  
How about BPPS Volunteer Event Liaison? 
You don't have to run the events / just make sure a coor -
dinator has been allocated. 
 
The Role involves: 
- Advertising for coordinator through BPPS Facebook page, 
BPPS newsletter and or Sentral  
- Email the event coordinator a "how to manual" explaining 
the event.  
- Check with the school that events date don’t clash and 
facilities are available 
- Update BPPS Volunteers group meeting on event status 
(by email or in person) 
 
Phone / Email based role. Interested? Contact Kylie 0418 
357 937. 

Thank you to the following people/
companies for helping make our  
recent Trivia Night such a success: 
 

The Fitness Lab 
Dianna Leigh Medi Spa 

Tamsin Ashdown  
Longmuir family 

Hardy family 
Genitsaris family 

Flight Centre 
Mrs Hortin for arranging foundation artwork 

 








