
Dear Parents/Carers and Friends of BPPS 
Last Friday saw the second Story Time afternoon for our 2018 Foundation students. Our Foundation teachers welcomed the students 
and parents. After a short time, the parents moved to the gallery for an afternoon tea. This was a great opportunity for current and new 
parents to meet each other. Claire Brennan, who is our Acting Leading Teacher and Foundation staff member, also manages the tran-
sition program with a particular focus on the pre-school to Foundation stage. Claire welcomed the parents and introduced both myself 
and Emma Chiera (Acting Assistant Principal and Curriculum Leader) to everyone.  It was great to be able to speak with many par-
ents about their child and their reasons they chose BPPS.  Overwhelmingly, it was for the programs we provide to develop the whole 
child. We look forward to the next time we meet which is at the Foundation Transition evening on the 21 November from 7.00-9.00 
p.m. 
 
Today we welcomed back the Grade 3 students who took part in the three day camp to Phillip Island. Some of the highlights for the 
students were: the pelican feeding and San Remo, the penguin parade, the Koala Conservation Centre as well as a number of camp 
based activities including the flying fox, photo hunt, camp cooking and more. I’d like to thank the staff and parents who attended. The 
staff included Carli Greenwood, Andy Parthenopoulos, Julie Tainsh, Aleksis Payne, Cat Fleming and Kirstin Jones. We were also 
fortunate to have Jacinta Le who has just completed a pre-service placement in 3AP. Tass Pattas, Scott Fellingham and Irene Iape 
provided great support as our parent volunteers. In particular I’d like to acknowledge Kirstin for her work as the camp coordinator as 
well as Carli and Andy who covered the role while Kirstin was on long service leave last term. Well done to all. 
 
Last Friday 156 grade 5s and 6s took part in their annual disco. Once again, a huge thanks to the organising committee – Steph Louey, 
Jane Fellingham, Colleen Stavrakis, Kate Gale and Snez Nastevski Angelkovik.  Also thanks to the parents who ensured a safe and 
orderly event. I have included a list further on in the newsletter.  

 
Through the Boroondara and Active and Safe Schools program, we have continued to encourage students 
and families to walk or wheel to school. The main day of focus is a Wednesday but obviously we’d like this 
to be every day. I also remind you that October is a special month as it’s Walktober. I was thrilled last 
Wednesday to see 16 bikes under our bike shelter. We know the weather was a contributing factor but even 
still it was a great site. Although BPPS is the closest school for most of our students we know this isn’t the 
case for all. Combined with our hilly landscape, riding to school can have its challenges. As a result Grade 4 
students will be undertaking a bicycle education program with Cameron Batt beginning in the coming weeks. 
We hope with new skill and confidence we will see the number of students riding to school increasing. In 
advance I’d like to thank Cameron but also Julie Tainsh who along with the Wellbeing Captains, James D 
and Angelina L have continued to encourage our community to make the roads safer with less traffic and 
also our students healthier.  
 

Earlier in the year, 129 families completed our Community Survey. We received responses from all year levels with most coming 
from our Grade 4 parents. The survey covered a range of areas. In summary parents are interested in attending information sessions 
on how to use Mathletics at home, gaining support ideas for managing technology and interactive activities that explore how children 
are explicitly taught reading comprehension strategies. We have already planned for these sessions to occur and will be updating you 
on the dates. We were pleased to see that 87% of the respondents read the newsletter each fortnight with 11% once a month. Follow-
ing on with communication, 98% of families said their details on Sentral were up to date. We are aware that there are some issues 
with the Parent Portal and the difference between Portal 1 and 2. We can assure you we have been in contact with Sentral on many 

occasions for these issues to be resolved. Other areas covered in the survey were about the safety of traffic around our school. There 
will be an update of these findings coming shortly. 
 
Late last year, we changed our bell time at the beginning of the day in order to maximise teaching and learning time. We remind fami-
lies that staff are on duty from 8.45 a.m. This means student supervision in the yard has begun. It also means that our Grade 3-6 stu-
dents can take their iPads to their classroom. At 8.55 a.m. we play music for one minute. This is to signal that all students are to walk 
into their classroom (except for our Foundation students) so they can prepare for the day ahead. This includes putting down their 
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DIARY DATES 
Friday 27 October Grade 3 Campers return from Phillip Island 
Friday 27 October Grade 6 Parent Dinner  
Thursday 02 November Foundation Start Smart session 9am—12.50pm 
Tuesday 07 November Melbourne Cup Public Holiday—school closed 
Wednesday 15 November School Council 7.30pm Staffroom 
Friday 17 November Foundation Fairy Tale Fiasco at school 
Tuesday 21 November Foundation 2018 Transition Parent Info Evening 7pm 
Thursday 23 November Grade 1 BBQ at school 4.30—6pm 
Saturday 25 November Parent Trivia Night 
Tuesday 28 November BPPS Volunteers 7pm Staffroom 
Wednesday 29 November Foundation 2018 Transition 2.15—3.15pm 
Monday 04 December Swimming Program commences 
Wednesday 06 December Foundation 2018 Transition 2.15—3.15pm 
Tuesday 12 December Whole School 2018 Transition Day 
Tuesday 12 December Foundation 2018 Transition 10am—2pm 

WELCOME BACK GRADE 3 
CAMPERS 



chairs, handing in notices, changing books and checking the daily agenda/dayboard (so they have the appropriate resources out ready 
to go). Our survey shows that only 61% of respondents said their child/ren are at school at this time each day of the week. We would 
like to see this number higher. We still see cars arriving after 9.00 a.m. We know the traffic can be busy but it is essential children are 
at school, on time, ready for a day of learning. 
 
Last year four classes took part in a NAPLAN online trial in English and Maths. Last Thursday, 17 Grade 6 students took part in an 
online trial for NAPLAN. For the selected students the focus was on Information and Communication Technologies or if we’re refer-
ring to the Victorian Curriculum, Digital Learning. The trial was run through ACER.  I’d like to thank the following students who 
took part in the trial. From 6JK: Ted S, Genevieve D, Mollie P, Ava B, Cody S, Millie M, Justin L, Oliver L. From 6NK: Margaret 
O, Simon P, Savina V, Jessica H, Kiran C. From 6SR: Antonia K, Charlie B and Georgia K and from 6CM Zane B. Please read the 
feedback from four of our students at the bottom of my report.  
 
Last week I received a letter from Dr. Mary Tolcos who is a senior research fellow in the School of Health and Biomedical Sciences 
to let us know that our "BPPS Walkie Talkies" raised money during September. The team consisted of Bella P (Captain), Itzy K , 
Lauren L and Sarah B all from 5HF. The girls did a fabulous job and raised $947.00 for children with cerebral palsy. The team rec-
orded 1,087,493 steps which equals 620 km.  
 
Last week at assembly we were once again wowed by Dan S’s performance on the guitar as well as the recorder ensemble. Care, 
Learn and Share awards went to Jack H, JM C, Amy L - 4TL, Ryan S, Lawrence F. We also congratulated the students from Grades 3 
and 4 for their involvement in last term’s French poetry reading. I referred to this in my last newsletter item.  
 
As my first formal assembly as a presenter, it was very satisfying to see our student leaders and the way in which they conducted 
themselves. Their preparation and delivery was outstanding. It’s a shame more families are not able to attend. For your diaries assem-
blies take place every second week on a Thursday beginning at 2.50 p.m. in the stadium. The date for our next assembly is 2 Novem-
ber. We have so many areas of our programs to celebrate and it would be wonderful for more parents/carers to be there. 
 
The final acknowledgment is to Jesse Z from 6CM who competed in the Northern Star Chess Competition at Livingstone Primary 
School. Jesse was representing our school.  Jesse came 1st out of the grade 5 and 6’s and 2nd overall. Jesse was awarded a gold med-
al and a Certificate of High Distinction. This is a great achievement especially given there were approximately 60 competing stu-
dents. 
 
Enjoy the weekend everyone 
 
Randal Symons 
Acting Principal 

RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS 
Staff have recently been involved in professional learning on ‘Respectful Relationships’. This is a Department of Education initiative 
as a result of the Royal Commission into Family Violence. The statistics on violence against women in Australia are very alarming 
but evidence proves that education can play a powerful role in changing the culture for future generations. We are working with our 
lead school Camberwell Girls Grammar and a group of partner schools to play our part in the prevention of family violence and in 
promoting gender equity. Staff watched this video ‘Redraw the Balance’ and reflected on the stereotypes we promote and the lan-
guage we use, often without thinking that can have a negative impact on young people. We would encourage you to watch the clip 
and have a discussion as a family. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qv8VZVP5csA 
 
I’d also like to remind families about the upcoming Parent Forum with Andrew Fuller. At this stage there are three tickets left. All 
booking is through the TryBooking site. It promises to be a great evening. 
 
Monica Lindau – Acting Leading Teacher (Wellbeing) 

HABITS OF MIND 
As part of our Integrated Curriculum program, we explicitly teach a variety of thinking dispositions. One of these is called The Hab-
its of Mind (HoM). The HoM provide students with a wonderful set of skills and dispositions that will assist students as they study, 
work and play in the twenty first century. The 16 habits provide great opportunities for students to learn about themselves and others 
and to behave intelligently when they are unsure of answers. Developed by Art Costa and Bena Kallick, these 16 characteristics of 
effective problem solvers have been derived from studies of efficacious problem-solvers from many walks of life.  
 
Two Habits of Mind are taught explicitly in each Integrated Curriculum unit. Students at each level consider how the habits relate to 
specific events and situations in their lives. We have carefully analysed the intent and thinking behind each habit and considered 
which habit best matches the concepts being taught throughout the unit.  
 
This term’s focus is on Creating, Imagining and Innovating and Striving for Accuracy and Precision. Creating, Imagining and Inno-
vating refers to exploring all alternative solutions, while Striving for Accuracy and Precision refers to reviewing and reflecting to 
improve accuracy. 
 
Emma Chiera – Acting Assistant Principal/Leading Teacher – Curriculum Design 

Principal Selection Update 
The BPPS Principal Vacancy is being advertised today with applications closing on Friday 10 November at 4pm.  Ap-
plicants will then be shortlisted and interviewed in accordance with Department of Education and Training guidelines. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qv8VZVP5csA


 

5/6 DISCO THANKS TO: 
 
SET UP OF SCHOOL HALL  
Lisa Casey, Nikki OKeefe, Demi Tsinaris, Sungmi Kim, Pia Lietoff, Nancy Ishkan,  Fiona Gibson, Sonya 
Dingle,  Nilanka Kalupahana and Thushara Kalpupahana.  Graeme Cruise, Koula Ingram, Sandra Hurt and 
Marzena Siedlecka. 
 
SIGNING IN PROCEDURE 
Alexia Vourvahakis, Tharanga Wijesekera, Wendy Smith, Kylie Wray, Catherine Zerna, Niki Sarantopoulos, 
Pamela Bochrinis, Johnita Varghese, Jane Fellingham, Alison Leonidis, Tina Karamanos, Melina Fung, 
Anglea Vitinaros, Peter Donegan, Snez Angelkovik and Kate Gale. 
 
HALL SUPERVISION & CATERING 
Soula Manopoulos, Donna Margaritis, Helen Spanos, Con Tsiolis, Julie Roberts, Anna Panos, Vicky Wood-
man, Mary Georgiou. Antoinette Barro, Jennifer McCann, Maria Collias, Bec Mc Menamin, Jennie 
Karaeieftheriadis and Georgis Tsiolos. Soula Manopoulos  Julie Roberts Vicky Woodman Helen Spanos  
Bec McMenamin Maria Collias Donna Margaritis, Snez Angelkovik and Kate Gale. 
 
GROUND SUPERVISION & CLEAN UP 
Stuart Milligan, Tacha Bolton, Bec Ting, Sami and Reddy Bhadrusha. Paul Dussin, Janet Au, Harish Gul-
wani, Deepika Gulwani and Dee Darwiche. 
 
SIGN OUT PROCEDURE 
Olivia Keenan, Narelle Kay, Olympia Banias, Marzena Siedlicka, Cat Lancaster, Tu Liquing, Katie Tu, Hel-
en Spanos, Julie Roberts, Vicki Woodman, Goran Angelkovik, Nancy Ishkan, Suzanna Sarantos and Kate 
Gale. 
 
CLEAN UP 
Kate Petrucelli, Juliette Browne, Anna Alexander, Dean Kelly, Jim Collias and Snez Angelkovik. 

ICT reflection 
I enjoyed doing the test on the computer. I really liked how it was almost as if you were in that kind of situation. Even though it was 
a test I learnt quite a bit more about computers than I already knew which is great. Oliver L 
 
I thought that generally the test was good and was easy to do and to understand. The best bit about the test is that it actually looks 
like you are on a website or a school page. I thought that if this was to be a test there would be a few too many questions. Georgia K 
6SR 
 
I thought the test was good. I liked how they had a demo video for some of the questions so we could see what to do instead of them 
just telling us with writing. I also thought that it was a bit hard to make the pictures smaller or bigger and there were a lot of survey 
questions as well. Antonia K 6SR  
 
I really enjoyed how the tablets and the computers on the test were very realistic and clear. I think the questions were very suitable 
and easy to understand and how the test includes all the skills you need to know and learn. I also think there was enough time for 
each test. Ted S 6JK 
 
I thought the testing on the iPad was great. I liked how it was easy to go back for a question (that was really easy.) the testing set out 
was great e.g. On the webpage one, nothing was hidden, it was all in front of you, all you had to do is answer the question.  It was 
easy to tap on your answer  and to put in the code for the next set of questions. I loved it and I would recommend it to other schools. 
Charlie B 6SR 

School Council Update: 
 
Council remains very dedicated to recruiting an excellent Principal for our school.  We have taken the approach that it is pref-
erable to take our time and make the right decision, particularly as we are very fortunate to have an exceptional team of teach-
ers who are all capable and keen to take on more responsibilities as required during this time.  We have decided to advertise 
more broadly in coming weeks and will keep you posted as things progress. 
 
We would like to thank all parents who took the time to provide feedback in relation to travel to and from school.  What is 
clear from the feedback is that there is considerable frustration, confusion and potentially dangerous behavior being exhibited 
daily.  We need to develop some better strategies so that everyone is safe travelling to and from school – and it is a more pleas-
ant experience.   Council is reviewing various options, and we will likely begin to roll out a number of different things, includ-
ing structural changes around the main entrance, clearer instructions and guidance, education and communication. 
 
If you wish to speak directly with a council rep don’t hesitate to contact us via the office.  Regards, Dorothy Frost. 



NEWSLETTER DATES TERM 4 
 

Friday 10 November 
Friday 24 November 
Friday 08 December 

 

Newsletter deadline is  
Wednesday 1pm  

in the week of publication 

African Bowls 
This week’s Artist of the Week goes to a group of grade 5 students.  
Congratulations to the following students from 5HF and 5DJ; Sarah Bolt, Bella Parrott, 
Ella Cruise, Shriya Samireddy, Itzy Kelly, Winston Sun, Vishni Attanayake, Anthony 
Barrow and Alexia Tsiandiikos. 
These students worked both independently and with a partner to create a fantastic Afri-
can inspired bowl using papier mache. Starting simply with a balloon, students worked 
together layering papier mache around a balloon making sure it was evenly covered to 
ensure a strong bowl.  Students then attached bases to each end of the balloon before cut-
ting it around the centre to create two separate bowls.  These were then covered with 
white news print in preparation for decorating.  Students used vibrant acrylic paints to 
paint their bowl both inside and out before using dot painting and simple lines to finish 
off their designs.  Well done to all these students on a fabulous African inspired bowl. 

Sarah Bolt, Bella Parrott and Ella Cruise Shriya Samireddy, Itzy Kelly and Winston Sun 

Vishni Attanayake, Anthony Barrow and Alexia Tsiandikos 



Thank you to  those who have put themselves forward to help.  There are many days still left to fill; please complete the Canteen 
Helpers form if you can help.  If you feel you cannot commit to the canteen the whole day remember anytime you can help 
is appreciated      If you are unable to work on your selected days, could you please let me know on 0419 506 318. 
Di Cleary, Canteen Manager 

 9—11am 11am—1pm 

Monday 30 October Help Needed Help Needed 

Tuesday 31 October Help Needed Help Needed 

Wednesday 01 November Help Needed Help Needed 

Thursday 02 November Help Needed Help Needed 

Friday 03 November Help Needed Help Needed 

Monday 06 November Wendy Smith Help Needed 

Tuesday 07 November MELBOURNE CUP DAY CANTEEN CLOSED 

Wednesday 08 November Allie Smith Help Needed 

Thursday 09 November Help Needed Help Needed 

Friday 10 November Help Needed Help Needed 





Do you love organising large scale events? Are 
you an event manager or a super organised 
parent (or set of friends) that would like to or-
ganise the 2018 BPPS FAIR!! We are keen to 
secure  a co-ordinator for the 2018 event. 
There is no denying this is big job but a re-
warding one. Estimated time commitment 
would be equivalent to 1 day per week for 6 
months. Our previous co-ordinators have very 
kindly streamlined a lot of the work, profor-
mas etc and Jacquie White is more than happy 
to offer guidance.  
Interested? Call 0418 357 937 (Kylie). 

There is a Long standing BPPS tradition that the GRADE 5 parents 

help make the outgoing Grade 6 graduation night a special one.   
It is an emotional night for many as parents watch the formal graduat-
ing ceremony then enjoy food and drinks, celebrating their child’s time 
at BPPS. 
The school organises the formal ceremony in the Stadium. But we are 
calling for a small group of parents to: 
• Book a caterer for canapés & drinks 
• Arrange waiting staff  
• Arrange Kids pizza delivery & drinks 
• Setup trybooking for ticket sales 
• Arrange setup of the stadium foyer for parent mingling 
• Pack up  
• Add your flare for a little "something special" on the night. 

Helpers needed. Interested? 
Call Kylie 0418 357 937 

Thank you 5/6 Disco 
 
Thank you to Stephanie Chin, Colleen Stav-
rakis, Kate Gale, Snez Nastevski Angelkovik and all the 
volunteers that made the 5/6 disco a huge success!!! 

Can you spare ~ 1 hour per month for BBPS Volunteers?  
How about BPPS Volunteer Event Liaison? 
You don't have to run the events / just make sure a coor -
dinator has been allocated. 
 
The Role involves: 
- Advertising for coordinator through BPPS Facebook page, 
BPPS newsletter and or Sentral  
- Email the event coordinator a "how to manual" explaining 
the event.  
- Check with the school that events date don’t clash and 
facilities are available 
- Update BPPS Volunteers group meeting on event status 
(by email or in person) 
 
Phone / Email based role. Interested? Contact Kylie 0418 
357 937. 

https://www.facebook.com/colleen.stavrakis?fref=gs&dti=277618879336548&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/colleen.stavrakis?fref=gs&dti=277618879336548&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/kate.b.gale?fref=gs&dti=277618879336548&hc_location=group




The Department of Education and Training 
(DET) does not endorse the products or ser-
vices of any private advertiser.  No responsi-
bility is accepted by DET for accuracy of in-
formation contained in advertisements or 
claims made by them. 


